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“RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT.”

YOUR MAJESTY ‘M’E ‘M’ASENATE,

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE PRIME MINISTER AND ‘M’E ‘MATHATO,

YOUR EXELLENCY CHAIRPERSON OF THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION, 

HONOURABLE PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, 

HONOURABLE SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY,

YOUR LORDSHIP PRESIDENT OF THE COURT OF APPEAL, 

YOUR LORDSHIP THE CHIEF JUSTICE,

HONOURABLE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER,

HONOURABLE MINISTERS, 

YOUR LORDSHIPS JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEAL, 

YOUR LORDSHIPS JUDGES OF THE HIGH COURT, 

EXCELLENCIES HEADS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSION AND INTERNATIONAL oRGANIZATIONS,

HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 

LEADERS OF POLITICAL PARTIES, 

CHURCH LEADERS, 

DINSTINGUISHED GUESTS,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

Today is a happy day for the Kingdom of Lesotho.  We have among us a great son of Africa and an eminent African personality in the person of His Excellency Dr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the Commission of our Continental Organization – The African Union.  The presence of Dr. Jean Ping among us today, is a demonstration of his energetic personal commitment to the promotion of peace on the African Continent.  It also underscores the strong partnership between the African Union and Member States in the pursuit of Peace and Security in Africa.  This morning Dr. Jean Ping joined us in the Flame of Peace Lighting Ceremony and Peace March, by which our people publicly demonstrated their rejection of conflicts and their aspirations for a prosperous, secure and peaceful future.  
Equally, we have a singular honour and privilege, to welcome in our midst Your Excellencies Heads of Mission and International Organizations, that are accredited to our Court and resident either locally or in the neighbouring country.  How can we not recognize your dear spouses who have also come to grace this evening with their presence!  To see them is a source of additional joy to us.  

We are also pleased to welcome our own Lesotho Envoys who have come from their various duty stations to share this happy occasion with us.
Distinguished Guests, 
By meeting together under the same roof this evening, we testify that the world is but one global village of God’s children and that our fates are shared and destinies entangled.  And how good it is when brothers and sisters meet together as a family!
Indeed, there could be no better time for our family to meet, than the time of Christmas, the time of good tidings, the time to exchange expressions of mutual appreciation and the time for reflection on the passing year as we plan for the new one that is just around the corner.

Your Excellencies,

We leave behind yet another eventful year, that proves once again the need for us to invest together in our shared future.
although notable progress has been achieved in making primary  education universal, poverty in Africa and elsewhere in the developing world,  continued to put the  attainment of the Millennium Development Goals at bay.  Recovery from the financial crisis remained uneven and fragile, thus prolonging economic stagnation and unemployment on weak economies like Lesotho. 
Attainment of the lofty goals of international disarmament, reform of the United Nations and reform of the global financial architecture to make them more relevant and EFFECTIVE, remained a far cry, despite a crescendo of appeals by the majority of Member States of the United Nations.

Narrow national interests denied our world of success to conclude a globally binding agreement on the management of dangerous emissions into the atmosphere.  Prolonged and frantic negotiations since the conference on climate change in Copenhagen last year did not help.  There is still no promise that the forthcoming conference on climate change in Cancun, Mexico, will be crowned with any success.  We can only hope that the Cancun conference will provide a bridge to a successful outcome of the next conference that is scheduled for South Africa in the years ahead.  
In the mean time, our planet was not spared climate-related and other natural disasters.   From Haiti to Pakistan, Indonesia to Malawi, lives were lost and property destroyed.  We know the suffering and sorrow that disasters bring and we stand in solidarity with those brotherly nations that were affected.
On the other hand, this was the year in which South Africa, and THEN India, confounded skeptics and griBBED the world’s attention by organizing some of the highly successful sporting tournaments, namely, the FIFA World Cup and the Commonwealth Games.  They demonstrated that mutual understanding, friendship and respect of cultural diversity can be advanced through sports, away from wars and conflicts.   

But the grave challenges brought about by non-traditional security threats, such  as terrorism, piracy and transnational organized crime, remained a source of  serious concern to the health of our  planet.  Above all, the hotspots of conflict and war continued to litter the face of our globe, causing intolerable suffering to civilians that are caught up in these conflicts.  
In the face of all these, Africa remained committed to the peace keeping and peace building activities under the auspices of the United Nations and the African Union.   From Madagascar to the Democratic Republic of Congo and from Darfur in Sudan to Somalia, AU Member States are selflessly involved in conflict resolution and Peace Keeping Initiatives.  With their known capacity limitations however, the AU Member States would benefit greatly from the increased technical, financial and logistical support by the international community and the UN Agencies, including the Security Council.
Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Guests,

It is the atrocities that were visited on the civilian populations trapped in conflict situations, particularly women and children, that will be remembered as the hallmark of the year that we leave behind. The challenge of protection of civilians in armed conflicts must become a priority for the international community.

The days of “splendid isolation” are over.  Today nations are interdependent.  The world that we create for ourselves will depend on the contribution that is made by each and every one of us.

I would like to invite you to reflect on the fundamental principle of burden-sharing, that I believe we can use to preserve the right and opportunity of the coming generations to a future in which they can live in Peace and Security.  I refer here to the principle of “Responsibility to Protect”.

Simply put, this principle implies that States, individually and collectively, have an obligation to protect their populations from war crimes, genocide and crimes against humanity.  It provides that the International Community, acting through the United Nations Security Council, has the responsibility to intervene in any internal conflict to protect civilians from war crimes without being fettered by considerations of sovereignty of States or the concept of non-interference in the internal affairs of others.
We are strengthened by the fact that the principle of  “Responsibility to Protect” was unanimously endorsed by  world leaders at their world  summit in 2005.
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,

In some parts of our world, the prospects of genocide are real.  In others, we continue to hear of war crimes and crimes against humanity in the media.  By endorsing this principle of Responsibility to Protect, the international community was declaring that impunity and crimes against humanity do not have a place in the modern world.  The principle provides a solid foundation from which we can rid our world of such crimes. The international community can not and should not remain indifferent in the face of failure by an individual States to protect its population.
But the principle of “Responsibility to Protect” must be grounded in multilateralism.  Its three pillars have been defined as;

1.  The responsibility of the State to protect its population from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity;

2.  The responsibility of the international community to assist states to fulfill their national obligations, including through capacity-building; and

3.  The need for timely and decisive response, consistent with the UN Charter, if States are manifestly failing in their responsibility to protect.

As a principle, the “Responsibility to Protect” transcends international relations to the personal and human relations. It is at the centre of the value system of any civilized society.  The family, which is a basic unit of society, is held together by 
this responsibility.  And so is the neighborhood, the nation state and eventually the international community.  Without 
fulfillment of our  “Responsibility to Protect”,  there can be no solidarity and burden sharing that we need to preserve our civilization.    Impunity will replace accountability tearing  apart  the very fabric of our society 
Your Excellencies,
Distinguished Guests,

As we approach the end of this eventful year of 2010, allow me to take this opportunity to thank, through you, all countries that have assisted Lesotho or contributed to our development endeavours in various ways during the year.  Together we can create a better secure and prosperous world.

May God bless you all with happiness during the festive season, and also give you his guidance for success and prosperity in the new year.

THANK YOU
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