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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

PRESS RELEASE No.3/CMAC

6th Conference of African Ministers of Trade

Mwencha calls for acceleration of the establishment of the African Economic Community
Kigali 1 November 2010 – “The ttime has come for us to speed up the establishment of the African Economic Community, which has been on the drawing board for almost two decades”, said Mr. Erastus Mwencha, Deputy Chairperson of African Union Commission, on the occasion of the opening of the 6th Ordinary Session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade which took place today, Monday 1 November 2010, in Kigali, Rwanda, under the chair of the Prime Minister of Rwanda, His Excellency Bernard Makuza. 
 “A Pan-African Common Market of 1 billion people without internal borders will unleash the enormous economic growth and development potentials of Africa and strengthen economic independence of the Continent”, he further stated before 16 African Ministers of Trade and 200 delegates representing the Member States of the African Union, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and the other international and regional organizations who participated in the deliberations of the Conference. 

On that occasion, the Deputy Chairperson indicated that the 6th Ordinary Session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade had been convened to enable our Ministers to reflect and exchange views, give political guidance and take decisions on a number of trade issues, some of which are of critical importance to the socio-economic development of Africa. Among the issues featuring on the Agenda of the Conference were those relating to the deepening of Africa’s market integration through the promotion of intra- and inter-regional trade, and taking necessary steps to strengthen the Continent’s trade and economic relations with some of its partners, such as the European Union, the United States of America and China. 
The full text of the statement of the Deputy Chairperson of African Union Commission is available on African Union website: www.africa-union.org.
The opening session of the Conference was marked, in particular, by the statement of the Director of the World Trade Organization (WTO) and that of the Minister of Trade and Industry of Rwanda. 

It is noteworthy that the Conference was attended by the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and the following partner organizations: COMESA, ECCAS, ECOWAS, SADC, AERC, AFREXIMBANK,  EABC, ECDPM, ILEAP (International Lawyers and Economists  Against Poverty), ITC (International Trade Centre), OIF, Centre Sud, Third World Network Africa, ECA, UNCTAD, UNDP, World Bank and WTO.
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