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OPENING ADDRESS BY AMBASSADOR RAMTANE LAMAMRA,

COMMISSIONER FOR PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE AFRICAN UNION

Excellencies Presidents Thabo Mbeki, Abdulsalami Abubakar and Pierre Buyoya,
Mr. Alain Le Roy, United Nations Under-Secretary General for Peacekeeping Operations,
Your Excellencies the Representatives of the Republic of Sudan 

Distinguished Representatives,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me first to extend to you all a warm welcome at the African Union’s Headquarters for yet an important meeting. Indeed, we are meeting today at a critical juncture in Sudan’s history and, by extension, the history of the entire African continent for the 21st century.
One year ago, at the meeting of the Peace and Security Council at Heads of State and Government level, in Abuja, we mandated the African Union High Level Implementation Panel to engage with all aspects of the Sudanese situation. This Panel consists of some of the most senior, respected and experienced African statesmen, and they have demonstrated exemplary authority and leadership.
Since we last met, four months ago, the African Union, in close coordination with the United Nations and the larger international community, has made a sustained effort to assist the Sudanese Parties to address the issues surrounding the successful completion of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the future of Sudan following the Referendum. As an example of AU-UN cooperation, I would point to the successful initiative to overcome the remaining obstacles standing in the way of making the Southern Sudan Referendum Commission operational, thanks to our joint efforts made in August.

Progress has been made. But the tough decisions that will shape the future of Sudan have yet to be made. 
At the centre of our efforts, is our determination that the Referendum on self-determination for southern Sudan should be held on time, in a credible manner, and that its outcome be respected by all. 

The successful conclusion of the CPA requires that a number of other commitments be implemented without delay.  Allow me to highlight them:
· an important one is the demarcation of the internal north-south border; this issue needs to be resolved, but should not be considered a precondition for the Referendum to proceed;

· a second is Abyei. Currently, the Parties are searching for a formula for the resolution of the Abyei issue, and the AU Panel is facilitating this effort;

· a third is the exercise in Popular Consultation in Blue Nile and South Kordofan, which, in the case of South Kordofan, also requires that state level elections are held. We are encouraging the Parties to fulfill their commitments in this regard.
The AU Panel has also facilitated the negotiations of the Sudanese Parties on post-referendum arrangements. The process has started, and the Parties have accepted an AU plan for the acceleration of the negotiations. We anticipate that the Parties will be able to reach a satisfactory conclusion on the major issues shortly. 
As President Mbeki stressed, when he spoke to the Parties at the opening of the post-referendum talks in July, the choice for the people of southern Sudan will be between unity and secession. But how this fundamental choice is turned into a reality places responsibility on the political leadership of both Parties, to ensure that the future relationship between northern and southern Sudan is shaped by the mutual needs and common social and economic interests of the citizens of Sudan. In that context, should the southern Sudanese vote for secession, we anticipate that relations between northern and southern Sudan will be characterized by the highest level of cooperation in pursuit of mutual benefit.

There are just 66 days to go before the Referendum in southern Sudan, and nine days before the registration of the voters will begin. There is no time to waste.
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Meeting in Abuja one year ago, the African Union PSC Summit adopted the Report and Recommendations of the AU High-Level Panel on Darfur as the AU policy for that part of the Sudan. At the meetings of this Forum in May and July, this position was reaffirmed, and important decisions were made, most particularly that a ‘political process’ should be launched in Darfur complementary to the not-yet-complete peace process in Doha.

This remains the position of the AU and the UN which held, yesterday, a very productive strategic coordination meeting. This common position highlights the fact that the political resolution of the problem in Darfur consists in an inclusive process addressing all the issues of peace, reconciliation and justice, along with Darfur’s place within Sudan.
We welcome the progress that has been made in the peace talks under the auspices of the State of Qatar and the Joint AU-UN Mediator, Djibril Bassolé, and we also look forward to the commencement of the political process in Darfur under the auspices of the Panel and UNAMID, in partnership with Qatar. We are confident that the gains made during the Doha negotiations will be consolidated in the next few weeks through an additional effort by the joint AU-UN Mediation and the State of Qatar and then translated into rapid and comprehensive outcomes during the inclusive political process.

We expect the Government of Sudan to provide the required political space and environment, including security, for this exercise to take place unhindered. We expect and call upon the Armed Movements, which aspire to represent the people of Darfur, to come forward and participate fully in these negotiations. 

Meanwhile, the obligations on the Government of Sudan to take the necessary measures to ensure the safety and security of all its citizens do not need to be recalled. Irrespective of any progress in the negotiations, or lack thereof, it is the sovereign responsibility of the Government of Sudan to protect its citizens, promote the safe return of IDPs to their areas of origin, facilitate humanitarian assistance and development, in accordance with the Constitution of the country as well as international norms and standards, including those adopted within the AU framework.
We are encouraged by the steps taken by the Government of Sudan in this regard, in developing and adopting a comprehensive Darfur strategy and in paying particular attention to the issues of security, IDPs and the political process. We look forward to partnership between UNAMID and the Government of Sudan in achieving these objectives.
A particular concern of the African Union has been to promote progress towards justice. In that regard, we are dismayed by the continuing loss of life in Darfur and, in particular, by the massacre at Tabara in September. Here again, we underline the responsibility of the Government of Sudan to bring the perpetrators to justice, and we are encouraged by the recent steps in this direction.
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The African Union, its efforts on Sudan ably led by the AU Panel, continues to be seized by the situation in Sudan. We remain fully at the service of the Sudanese people at the country’s hour of need. 

The dedication, vision and leadership of President Thabo Mbeki, President Pierre Buyoya and General Abdulsalami Abubakar are the most practical expression of our Organization’s and our Continent’s solidarity with the people of Sudan.
Exceptional times require exceptional leadership, and we have every confidence that the Sudanese political leaders will rise up to the challenges of this historic moment, and the trust placed in them by the people of Sudan.
In this regard, we also have every confidence that President Omar Hassan al Bashir will continue to act with principle and courage as he carries the enormous burden of national leadership at this historic crossroads. Similarly, we are confident that First Vice-President Salva Kiir Mayardit will continue to show statesmanship as he leads the people of southern Sudan through this decisive Referendum. And we are confident that Vice-President Ali Osman Taha, a leader whose vision was instrumental in the realization of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, in partnership with the late Dr John Garang de Mabior, will continue to exercise his leadership in fashioning a new, peaceful future for the Sudanese nation.
As these leaders make the momentous decisions that will determine the future of Sudan, and deeply impact the destiny of Africa as a whole, they will do so in the knowledge that Africa and the world community stand with them.

I thank you.
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