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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

Press Release No. 2
6th Session of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade
Closing of Senior Officials’ Meeting 
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Kigali 31 October 2010 – Senior Officials representing African Union Member States, meeting in Kigali since 29 October 2010 within the framework of the Sixth Ordinary Session of the Conference of 
African Ministers of Trade ended their deliberations today 31 October 2010 after three days of intense debate on African trade issues as per the agenda of their meeting. 
Also part of the deliberations were the Regional Economic Communities (REC
s) and partner organizations such as COMESA, ECCAS, ECOWAS, SADC, AERC, AFREXIMBANK, EABC, ECDPM, ILEAP (International Lawyers and Economists Against Poverty), ITC (International Trade Centre), OIF, Centre Sud, Third World Network Africa, ECA, UNCTAD, UNDP, World Bank and WTO. 
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The meeting assessed the state of play in intra-African trade against the backdrop of the reports presented by the Regional Economic Communities on the progress achieved in the implementation of  Free Trade Areas and Customs Unions.  
In view of the diverse integration paces currently under way on the Continent, the meeting underscored the need for greater harmonization and coordination among the players so as to wipe away all obstacles to the future integration of the Continent. In this regard, the meeting recalled the various meetings on customs related issues with different rules of origin, tariff nomenclatures, common external tariffs, among other factors, all of which are contributory to constraining the expansion of continent-wide integration. 
Assessing the progress realized and the future of regional integration, the Senior Officials recommended a paradigm change in the way regional integration is perceived, emphasising, in particular, the need to adopt a developmental approach to integration which goes beyond market integration and embraces other issues, rather than concentrating on changing the timeframes. 
In the view of the participants, intra-regional integration should not constitute a stumbling block to continental integration. A common market within individual regional blocs, they emphasized, should not become an obstacle to continental integration. Africa should adopt a developmental integration programme which transcends market integration and concentrates on other elements such as development of regional markets, development of infrastructure and coordination of policies geared to creating and enhancing productive capacities.  
During consideration of the item Towards an African Common Market for Agricultural Products, the meeting called for the strengthening of South-South Cooperation to harness the various opportunities for investment in agriculture which would bring in mutual benefits. They pointed out that genetically modified agricultural organisms were among the emerging threats to African agriculture, apart from climate change, and thus call for immediate and balanced Africa-wide approach. 
While considering the item: Review of  Trade Partnerships, participants underscored the need to put in place well defined national, sub-regional and continental strategies to upscale exports and foreign direct investments between Africa and its partners, widen the products covered by 
AGOA to include therein these  products which give Africa comparative advantage, foster regional integration and promote intra-African trade as a platform to step up Africa’s competitiveness in the global economy and tackle the challenges of the post-AGOA era. 
Regarding Assessment of Aid for Trade Mobilization, the meeting emphasized the urgent need to devote  further attention to the productive capacities in Africa, particularly by resolving the supply related  problem and to diversification of Africa’s economy in general, and called for separation of official development assistance and assistance meant for building Africa’s  capacities. 

The meeting at its last sitting also considered two draft declarations: WTO Declaration on the Doha Work Programme and the Declaration on EPA
s, and recommended them for adoption by the Ministerial Conference due to be held from 1 to 2 November 2010. 
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