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PRESS RELEASE

The Chairperson of the African Union Commission 

Concludes four-day visit to China
The Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC), Dr Jean Ping, has concluded a four-day visit to China at the invitation of the Chinese Government. During the visit, which took place from 31 October to 3 November 2010, the Chairperson was received in Shanghai by the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. Yang Jiechi, who co-chaired with Dr. Ping the 3rd China-AU Strategic Dialogue. Both sides exchanged views on a broad range of issues of mutual concern, including the situation in Sudan and Somalia.
The Chairperson congratulated China on its achievements and on its successful hosting of the Shanghai World Expo, which ended on 31 October 2010.  He thanked China for its development assistance to Africa and support in international affairs, and expressed the hope that the AU and China will continue to work together to expand cooperation in various areas and consolidate their win-win partnership. 

“May I seize this opportunity to reiterated the commitment and availability of the African Union to work with the Chinese Government to ensure the coordination and development of our common ideals, including the promotion and strengthening of our friendship in a spirit of equality, mutual respect and trust, founded on the solidarity built during Africa’s struggle for independence and our common fight against poverty, injustice and instability for a win-win cooperation.” he stated. 

The Chairperson applauded China for continuing to honor its commitments to Africa, despite the recent economic and financial crises, and within the broader context of major changes in the international order.  He pointed out that inspite of the global financial crisis, China’s Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in Africa increased by 81% to US$552 million in the first quarter of 2010, thus translating into concrete action the pledge made by President Hu Jintao during his last visit to Africa in February 2009, to increase Chinese investments in the continent. Despite a decrease of 30.5% in trade between China and African countries in the first quarter of 2009 due to the global recession, Africa has become China’s 3rd biggest commercial partner, with annual trade of US$37.7 billion. This new position, Dr. Ping noted, presents both opportunities and challenges.  

The Chairperson expressed his warm appreciation to the People’s Republic of China for the gracious offer and construction of the African Union conference centre in Addis Ababa, which he described as a glaring symbol of China’s support and esteem. When completed in 2012, the centre will majestically adorn the skyline of the Ethiopian capital and Dr. Ping accordingly invited President Hu Jintao to its inauguration. 

In response, the Chinese Foreign Minister said China attaches great importance to its friendly ties with the African Union, adding that there is much potential to expand bilateral cooperation. "China is satisfied with the development of our country's relations with the AU. China is willing, from a strategic perspective, to keep expanding strategic dialogue between the two sides and improving political trust, and further coordination with the AU on major global issues." Mr. Yang stated, and reiterated China’s support for the AUC capacity building and its endeavors in safeguarding regional peace and stability. To that end, he pledged continuous Chinese assistance to the African Union. 

While in Shanghai, the Chairperson also visited the prestigious Shanghai Institute of International Studies, where he delivered an important address to an attentive audience of students, staff and invited guests. Dr. Ping highlighted the strategic importance the AU Commission attaches to the strengthening of relations between Africa and China. 

“In a world which has been marked by tremendous changes, particularly globalization and the advent of a new era of empowerment, Africa is naturally proud to have such close relations with China, which has emerged as a major global player on the international scene.” he declared. 

Chairperson Ping explained the founding vision and mission of the AU and the role of the Commission in the conceptualization, design and implementation of a Comprehensive Strategic Plan for the concretization of the dream of a truly independent, united and strong Africa, free from want and fear and liberated from the injustice and inequities of the past.

The Chairperson visited the China pavilion and the 43-nation Africa pavilion at the 2010 Shanghai World Expo. Covering an area of over 5.2 square kilometers, with the participation of 192 countries and having attracted more than 72 million visitors, the Shanghai World Expo has been described as the greatest economic exhibition in history. Dr. Ping joined several Heads of State and Government and leaders of business and international organizations, including UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon, in the closing ceremony of the Expo, presided over by Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao. 

The Chairperson and his delegation travelled aboard China’s newly inaugurated high-speed train to Zhejian Province, about 200 kilometers north of Shanghai. Entirely designed and manufactured by the Chinese, and with a potential speed of up to 400 kilometers per hour, the train is the fastest in the world and Dr. Ping was impressed. He was welcomed and briefed upon arrival by the Provincial Secretary of the ruling party, Mr. Zhao Hongzhu. 

Before leaving Zhejian Province, Chairperson Ping visited the city of Wenzhou, where he was received by the Vice Governor, Mr. Chen Derong. The Chairperson and his delegation participated in a book-signing ceremony organized by the local authorities to celebrate the publication of the Chinese version of Dr. Jean Ping’s book titled: Africa Will Shine Brighter than a Thousand Flames.

Addis Ababa, 03 November 2010
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