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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

MEDIA ADVISORY

THE FIRST CONFERENCE OF STATES PARTIES TO THE AFRICAN NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE-ZONE TREATY (TREATY OF PELINDABA)
INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

WHAT:


The African Union Commission (AUC) will convene the First 

        



Conference of States Parties to the Treaty of Pelindaba

WHEN:  

4th November 2010


WHERE:
   AU Headquarters, Addis Ababa, 

WHO:
   Organized by Peace and Security Department of the African




Union Commission.                            
Why: 



Amongst other issues; the Conference is organized to: 


· Elect the 12 Members of the African Commission on Nuclear Energy, and  

· Determine the headquarters of the African Commission on Nuclear Energy 
Background:
The African Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone Treaty (the Treaty of 


Pelindaba) entered into force on 15th July 2009, the day of


deposit of the twenty-eight instrument of ratification, in 

accordance with the provisions of Article 18 (2) of the Treaty. In


conformity with Article 12 of the Treaty (Mechanism for 


compliance) “For the purpose of ensuring compliance with their 


undertakings under this treaty, the parties agree to establish 


the African Commission on Nuclear Energy”. 
Further, Article 14 mandates the AUC to convene a Conference of all parties after entry into force to elect members of the ACNE, and determine its headquarters. 

Journalists are invited to cover the opening ceremony of the conference, tomorrow, Thursday, 04 November 2010, at the AU Headquarter, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 
The draft agenda is attached. 

	AFRICAN UNION
	[image: image3.png]9)




	UNION AFRICAINE

	
[image: image4.png]SAAY A




	
	UNIÃO AFRICANA


Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, P.O. Box: 3243     Tel.: (251-11) 5513 822    Fax: (251-11) 5519 321

Email: situationroom@africa-union.org, situationroom@ausitroom-psd.org


Draft Agenda
FIRST CONFERENCE OF STATES’ PARTIES TO THE AFRICAN NUCLEAR WEAPONS-FREE-ZONE TREATY (TREATY of PELINDABA) 

4 November 2010

09:00 - 09:45 Opening Ceremony 

· Statement by the representative of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

· Statement by the Executive Secretary of the Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization  (CTBTO) 

· Keynote Address by the Commissioner for Peace and Security

· Adoption of the draft agenda
· Election of the Bureau

10:00 – 11:30 Session One
 

Introduction by the AU Commission
Presentations on: 
· the promotion of safe, secure and peaceful nuclear energy - IAEA
· nuclear security and combating of illicit trafficking - African Regional Cooperative Agreement for Research, Development and Training related to Nuclear Science and Technology (AFRA)
· the prohibition of the testing of nuclear explosive devices - CTBTO
· General Discussion 

11:30 – 13:00 Session Two 

· Presentation of the proposed structure, scale of assessment and budget for the African Commission on Nuclear Energy

· Discussion


14:30 – 15:15 Session Two (continued)

15:15 – 16:00 Session Three
 

· Election of the members of the African Commission on Nuclear Energy

 
16:15 – 17:15 Session Five

· Adoption of the conclusions of the Conference
· Closing of the meeting
09:45 – 10:00	Tea / Coffee Break








13:00 – 14:30	Lunch Break








16:00 – 16:15	Tea / Coffee Brea
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