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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

PRESS RELEASE N 
“No meaningful development can take place without commensurate infrastructure, and in particular energy, as the engine of development”
Maputo, 5th November 2010 – The first Conference of Energy Ministers of Africa (CEMA) started on 5th November 2010 in Maputo, Mozambique under the theme “common commitment to access modern energy for all”. Prior to this session, a meeting of African experts from 2 to 4 November underscored mainly the need to increase investment in the energy sector and to develop the utilization of renewable energies in Africa’s energy mix. 
Africa has a great energy potential. However, two thirds of its population do not have access to electricity. Speaking at the occasion of the opening ceremony of the ministerial session of CEMA, Mr Erastus Mwencha Deputy Chairperson of the African Union Commission recalled the potential of the continent as far as biomass, solar, wind resources and hydro power are concerned. In order to take advantage of all these opportunities and achieve universal access to energy, he advocated that an African Energy Market should be put in place. The Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA) should provide the strategic framework and coherent continental guidelines and CEMA will be the political organ to “play a central role in terms of continent-wide coordination of policies and strategies for all forms of energy”. Mr Mwencha called upon the meeting to “first and foremost rely on our own strength, before inviting our development partners to supplement our efforts”. One dollar taken from each barrel out of the 10 million barrels of oil produced every day in Africa could fund a strategic project such as the Inga hydroelectric project, he said. (Full speech available at www.africa-union.org) 
The guest of honour, the Vice Minister of Energy of the Republic of Korea, Mr Young Jon Park, stated that infrastructure development is crucial for the future generations. This requests massive investments in addition to solid and long term partnerships. In this regard, he reiterated Korea’s will to support Africa. Mr Park said that Korea has suffered as Africa from colonialism and had experienced in the past the same infrastructural problems. It is the will of Korea to share its experience with the African continent. he said. 
Mrs Alice Hamer, Resident Representative of the African Development Bank in Mozambique reiterated the Bank’s commitment to accompany African countries in bridging the “persistent energy infrastructure gap” and to face the challenges related to energy access and consumption. In the same vein, the Representative of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, Mr Abdalla Hamdok, restated that high quality infrastructure is an essential driver of economic growth. Given the disparate distribution of energy resources, regional cooperation and integration should be promoted through “energy pooling and cross-border energy flows to minimize the cost of supply as a result of economies of scale”.
Declaring the Conference officially opened, the President of the Republic of Mozambique, Mr Armando Emilio Guebuza, acknowledged that the energy infrastructure plays a major role in promoting social development and the continent's economic development. He said that the current outline of the energy sector shows a contrast between the abundance of energy resources and the severe energy poverty. President Guebuza pointed out four challenges facing the sector, particularly transformation of natural the resource into energy, energy transportation and distribution, and expansion of the electricity network taking into account energy access and power. In Mozambique, rural electrification is a major priority. The availability of energy in rural areas, the safety and reliability of supply is a key factor for the development of agro industries and improving living conditions, observed President Guebuza. 
African Union Ministers in charge of energy will consider and adopt the report submitted by the experts. They are also expected to adopt the Maputo Declaration for better energy infrastructure in Africa, the resolutions on the All Africa Energy Week and the Pan-African Investment Forum. 
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