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The African Union Commission (AUC), African Development Bank (AfDB), and the UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) are co-organizing in partnership with UN-Energy/Africa, from November 1st to 5th 2010, in Maputo, Mozambique the first All-Africa Energy Week and the Pan African Investment Forum. The event is organized in conjunction with and under the auspices of AU Conference of Energy Ministers of Africa that will hold its statutory meeting during the week.
I. Background
An overview of the African Energy sector strikes by the contrast between a continent relatively well-endowed with energy resources and the deprivation of its population, industries and businesses of the minimum energy services and products that they require to face the challenges of modern lives, wealth creation and productivity, the essence of poverty eradication and economic growth.

Surveys in African countries show that the lack of energy has impeded recent economic growth, by slowing down businesses, reduced productivity and is threatening poverty reduction efforts in the continent.

However, energy markets on the continent are poised to drastically grow, because of the return of economic growth projected above 5% in 2011, and increased efforts for developing regional energy infrastructure. Nevertheless more concerted efforts at policy and regulatory levels for building strategic partnerships between all actors, particularly the public and the private sector are sine qua none condition for bridging the current huge energy infrastructure gap.
Undeniably, addressing the energy challenge facing the continent requires a synergy of actions at national, regional and continental levels by various actors. These actions would take into account global challenges such as climate change and the increase competition to accessing finance for investment in the sector. Leading the way, the AUC, the AfDB, and the UNECA in collaboration with other UN partners are calling all key stakeholders to design adequate responses, under the auspices of African Energy Ministers, in the context of a three pronged executive event laid out as follows:
II. Energy and Climate / All Africa Energy Week, 1-2 November 2010
The unprecedented global mobilization around the Copenhagen Negotiations on the Climate occurring in the context of historic financial/economic crisis, has led to revisit the prevailing development paradigms around the globe and to link economic resilience with clean development. This new nexus that couples measures to address climate change with the constraints created by the economic crisis imposes itself not only for advanced economies, but also for emerging and less developed economies. Thus, it is imperative to set the continent on a sustainable energy production and consumption path to ensure its energy security and it with an assurance for economic resiliency.

Because, the energy sector plays a central role both in mitigation and adaptation measures, African governments, African regional institutions and most Development partners (bilateral and multilateral) are in the process to adapt their strategies and services to address the urgency for scaling-up investments in the energy sector in Africa while pursuing the global goal to reduce green gas emissions in the atmosphere. The choices are often complex (sometimes controversial), and require sectoral and economic crafting based on large consultation, innovation, and sharing of knowledge towards which a Forum such as the AAEW would undoubtedly contribute.
III. African Investment Forum, 2-3 November 2010
The underdevelopment of energy infrastructure in Africa, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa is the consequence of delayed and low investments in the sector for at least two decades, while the population has more than doubled in many countries. Experts estimate that, in order to provide energy to half of the population in the next 20 years, the current level of investment must quadruple; a daunting challenge for most national governments on the continent. Thus, developing key partnership between the public and the private sector (through PPP arrangements) and attracting new private investments are required. 
The African Investment Forum is to provide a Pan-Africa platform for interface and partnership between the African policy makers, the private sector and financial institutions. The Forum will also acts as a vehicle for empowering the African Private Sector through advocacy, sharing business and market information and skills. The Forum will underscore the formation of a partnership’s and network structure for the implementation of policy recommendations and will also link these measures with on-going private sector efforts towards strengthening Africa’s investment climate and business community.

IV. AU Conference of Energy Ministers of Africa (CEMA), 3-5 November 2010
African Ministers responsible for energy will convene under the auspice of the African Union, to discuss the formalization of this gathering as a statutory conference for high level decision making in sector. The objectives of the conference are to: adopt the mandate and functioning modalities of CEMA that will now streamline all other existing energy ministerial fora; 2) adopt a number of recommendations related to continental policies, major programmes and projects in the energy sector. The Conference will, inter alia, discuss and adopt reports on the operationalisation of the African Petroleum Fund, solar energy in Saharan Africa, the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), the geothermal development strategy, Africa-EU partnership and other issues related to the AAEW and the PAIF.
V. Exhibition: : Energy technologies and innovations in the context of climatic challenges
Alongside the meetings, Industries, technology developers, R&D practitioners, and development actors are invited to showcase their companies and organizations, display equipments, materials, services, innovative findings, new knowledge and other practices relevant to addressing energy poverty in the context of climatic challenges. Together with the outcomes of the deliberations of the meetings, the exhibition will contribute to enlighten developers and policy-makers on the various opportunities for shifting energy investments toward a low carbon development path for the continent.

VI. Themes, Sub-themes and Issues for Discussion
The following themes will be discussed:

Energy Infrastructure and Services in the Context of Climatic Challenges
Promotion of investment for infrastructure development in Africa

Discussions will be conducted along the line of the following sub-themes:

· 20 years of progress in energy infrastructure development and services

· Energy access and the challenge of climate change

· Clean energy technology and innovation for new solutions

· Policy, regulatory and institutional arrangements for regional energy infrastructure

· Stepping-up partnerships and financing (Ministerial Round Table)

· Promotion of private sector participation

· Establishing a mechanism for sharing best practices

· Designing a sustainable financing mechanism
· Building Business/Investment Networks between policy makers, investors and financing institutions
The statutory experts’ preparatory meeting for the AU Conference is expected to discuss and make recommendations on:

· the outcomes of the Solar Energy Study for Saharan Africa to be presented to the AU Summit of January-February 2011;

· the 2nd Action Plan of Africa-EU Energy Partnership and the Renewable Energy Cooperation Programme (RECP) with the European Commission to be launched at the Africa-EU Energy Partnership Ministerial Meeting in Vienna, Austria, on 14 September 2010 before submission for adoption to the 3rd Africa-EU Summit to be held in Sirte, Libya, on 29-30 November 2010;

· progress reports on the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), the operationalization of African Petroleum Fund (APF) and Geothermal development program for the Eastern African Countries;

· the mandate, functioning modalities and composition of the Bureau  of CEMA

· the All Africa Energy Week and exhibition series that will be periodically organized in Africa.
Although business discussions will be centered around energy development, positive spillover and industrial linkage will benefit related infrastructure sectors such as water, mining and natural resources and ICT. While the Forum is to address major binding constraints including infrastructure financing, it also seeks to materialize gains from emerging trend and opportunities in Africa.   

VII. Structure/description of sessions
The meeting will comprise plenary sessions, break-out sessions, workshop, parallel and side events, business and ministerial round-tables and a statutory ministerial meeting, preceded by a statutory Expert meeting. An exhibition of energy technologies and services for poverty reduction and sustainable development will be organized. Plenary sessions would involve executive key notes addresses and invited experts’ presentations. Parallel sessions and side events would be conducted around selected sub-themes that would be led by AfDB, the ECA, the AUC and other partners (e.g. UN-Energy/Africa, AFREC, or other relevant energy-related organizations)

· 20 years of progress in energy infrastructure development and services 
What have we achieved during the last twenty years? How can we do more?

The meeting is to take stock of progress in the development of energy infrastructure, services and knowledge in Africa since 1990. Panel interventions of key beneficiaries, actors and stakeholders will help to highlight lessons learnt for the development of the sector. African-based perspectives will be presented by the African Union Commission, AFREC, NPCA and RECs.
· Energy access and the challenge of climate change

Can Africa set itself on a clean, pro-poor energy development path?

Under this sub/theme, an assessment of Africa’s and its development partners’ responses to the challenges of climate change while developing infrastructure and services to accelerate access to modern energy will be discussed. Issues such as improving energy generation mix, renewable energy, energy security, energy efficiency, and the role of the private sector, energy entrepreneurship, regional power trade, various delivery mechanisms and models, including financial innovative tools may be addressed.
· Clean energy technology and innovation for new solutions
How to harness innovative low carbon technologies to accelerate access?
The context of wide spread poverty, and low energy access in most African countries sets the stage for innovative solutions and new knowledge in the generation, transmission and distribution of energy services and products in order to achieve technical and financial viabilities of investments and social relevance. Issues such as renewable energy technologies, pro-poor energy technologies, decentralized schemes, R&D and Deployment, integrated energy-ICT-Water technologies may be considered. This session may take the form of workshops on selected innovations.
· Policy, regulatory and institutional arrangements for regional energy infrastructure

How can policy, regulatory and institutional barriers be overcome for accelerated regional integration in energy?
Per the overall political will expressed, regional energy infrastructure provide cost effective, environmental and human benefits. However numerous barriers remain for the enactment of real regional markets among which, policy, regulatory and institutional barriers are prominent. Issues such as planning of regional generation and transmission infrastructure, power sector reforms, standards and tariffs, feed-in tariffs for renewable, the role of regulatory bodies, institutional gaps, etc. are to be pondered.
· Ministerial Round Table

The Ministerial Round Table is a half a day event that addresses the issue of major challenges for private sector participation/investment in infrastructure development in Africa through a high-level open dialogue between African ministers, regional representatives, decision-makers in the private sector, financial institutions, development partners, and selected civil society representatives.

The high-level policy dialogue will focus on:

· Workable approaches to tackle the infrastructure deficit in Africa through private sector participation.
· The efficient implementation of the regional and sub-regional projects including the regional power pools and power trades.

· Business Round Table and Investment Consultation Sessions 

In addition to the thematic conference and the ministerial round table , this joint event will provide a  practical platform to promote private investment through a Business Round Table and investment consultation sessions focusing on regional/sub regional  pipe-line projects as well as  some selected country projects in energy and energy-related  other infrastructure. 

In particular, given the importance of private investment and the presence of many untapped investment opportunities in Africa, the Pan-African Investment Forum will focus on promoting private investment through: (i) compiled pipeline projects at both regional and country levels; (ii) presentations on projects in infrastructure and potential package investment deals at regional, cross border, and country levels; (iii) Business Round Tables focusing on regional and sub-regional priority projects; (iv) investment consultation sessions focusing on selected country projects; and (v) Building Business/Investment Networks between policy makers, investors and financing institutions.
VIII. Expected outcomes
· Private sector participation in infrastructure development promoted, and capacity of public and private sectors to invest in energy and energy related sectors improved.

· Update on progress achieved towards institutional and regional goals, international, continental and regional organizations in each African regions reviewed and monitored. A monitoring mechanism will be adopted;

· More consensus, coherence and strategic partnerships among key players (international, public and private) for the development and investments in energy projects built; A communication strategy will be designed.

· Strategic and operational tools for supporting the implementation the African clean energy agenda improved;

· Best practices and updated knowledge on energy and energy-related infrastructure including clean energy infrastructure and services shared and disseminated among relevant stakeholders. 

· New knowledge shared and consensus built on responses to emerging important regional or global issues related to clean energy technologies;

· capacity to effectively manage the oil/gas sector so that it contributes to promote broad-based economic growth strengthened; 

· energy planning capabilities at the country and REC’s level improved; and

· Adoption by Ministers of the mandate and modalities of functioning of CEMA, and a Declaration on important decisions related to continental policies in the energy sector, including the modalities for the operationalisation of the African Petroleum Fund, conclusions of studies on solar energy in Africa, strategy for geothermal development, progress report on the Programme for Infrastructure Development in Africa (PIDA), the launching of the AAEW series, issues on Africa-EU partnership, the PAIF and others.

IX. Participation

Expected participants are: African Ministers responsible for energy; investors, private sector and development partners from Africa, Asia and EU; country-specific experts, stakeholders and partners; partners from the AfDB, EU,  WB, and UN organizations; investment promotion agencies in Africa; Regional Economic Communities (RECs), African specialized institutions, and Sub-Regional Development Banks; Energy NGO, selected academia and research institutions; and Africa Infrastructure Consortium and PPIAF.
X. Venue and date
The dates for the Meetings are from 1st to 5th Nov. 2010 in Maputo, Mozambique, at the Joaquim Chissano Conference Center.
XI. Cost of conference

Sponsored participants will be provided free accommodation, conference packages, transportation and meals. Non-sponsored participants will be responsible for their own travel arrangements, accommodation, and meals. A conference package cost will be charged at registration.

Participation to Exhibition: A booth fee will be charged
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