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CONCEPT NOTE 
 3RD INTER-AGENCY MEETING ON COORDINATION AND HARMONIZATION OF HIV/AIDS, TB AND MALARIA STRATEGIES 
UN Conference Centre, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia,

28-30 October 2009
Theme “Progress Towards Achievement of Abuja Call for Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Services by 2010: The Final Push for Action”                                                   
  I. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

1. Continental and regional institutions are being established and/or strengthened to support Member States deliver on their Universal Access commitments by 2010, and the MDGs by 2015. However, although these institutions need to follow-up respective actions through a coordinated and harmonized Agenda, sometimes they lack the capacities to adequately address related challenges. Furthermore, Development Partners, including the United Nations, continue to provide support to national, regional and continental actions on Universal Access, but their efforts require proper coordination, harmonisation and alignment with the MDG targets and priorities of the African Union, Regional Economic Communities and Regional Health Organizations. Thus, the Annual Forum for Coordination and Harmonization of joint efforts was initiated, in line with the recommendations of the Global Task Team on Improving Coordination among Multilateral Institutions and International Donors.  
2. The 1st Inter-Agency Meeting on Coordination and Harmonization of HIV/AIDS, TB, and Malaria Strategies was held from 6th to 8th November 2006 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The Meeting acknowledged that the challenge posed by the three diseases to Africa’s socio-economic development was immense and still increasing. However, it also recognised that far-reaching political and leadership commitment as well as better financing had been achieved to tackle the three diseases. In this regard, visible progress has been recorded during this decade. 

3. The 2nd Inter-Agency Meeting on Coordination and Harmonization of HIV/ AIDS, TB and Malaria Strategies was held at the ECOWAS Headquarters, Abuja, Nigeria, 24-26 November 2008 on the theme: “Strengthening Partnerships to Deliver on African commitments on HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria.”  The Meeting, among other recommendations, adopted Agreed Actions for Follow-up (see Report of the 2nd Inter-Agency Meeting). 

4. The 3rd Inter-Agency Meeting on Coordination and Harmonization of HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Strategies will be held at the ECSA-HO Commission in Ababa, Ethiopia, 28-30 October 2009 on the theme “Progress Towards Achievement of Abuja Call for Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Services by 2010: The Final Push for Action”. This is timely as 2010, the target for universal access to health services, and 2015, the target for the MDGs are fast approaching. Therefore, concerned stakeholders are called upon to double their efforts towards this end.
II. OBJECTIVES OF THE 3RD INTERAGENCY MEETING 

5. The main objectives of the 3rd Inter-Agency Meeting include :
(i) To review progress and challenges encountered in implementing the recommendations and Agreed Actions of the 2ND Inter-Agency Meeting on Coordination and Harmonization (Abuja, November 2008);

(ii) To agree on how to facilitate Africa’s “Final Push for Action” to ensure strong health systems and adequate resources towards Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Services by 2010.
(iii) Elaborate strategies for collaboration in the 5-Year Review (in 2010) of the status of implementation of the 2006 Abuja Call for Accelerated Action Towards Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Services, and the “Final Push for Action” to achieve the MDGs (this includes preparation of the Report to the AU Organs as well as Africa’s Common Position to the UNGASS).
(iv) Consider actions to accelerate the operationalisation of the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Plan for Africa

(v)  Highlight any good practices and other experiences on the response to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Services in Africa.

  III. EXPECTED OUTCOMES

5.
This 3rd Inter-Agency Meeting is expected to result in:
(i) Monitoring and evaluation of Progress made in implementation of the recommendations of the 2nd Inter-Agency Meeting, and elaboration of plans for better coordination and harmonization of efforts by stakeholders.

(ii) Identification of priority actions to be taken in the “final push” towards Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria Services by 2010, and the MDGs by 2015.
(iii) Strategies elaborated for the 5-year Review and preparation of the Reports on the status of implementation of the 2006 Abuja Call, and Africa’s Common Positions to the UNGASS.
(iv) Better understanding of resource gaps and investment needed for universal access, and a concrete plan of action for tackling the potential impact of the global economic crisis on health financing in Africa;
(v) A concrete action plan agreed on how to facilitate the development and operationalisation of the Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Plan for Africa 
(vi) Good practices and experiences on the response to HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria shared.
   IV. ORGANIZATION OF THE MEETING

6.
The three-day meeting is planned for 28-30 October 2009 and will be co-organized by the AU Commission, the ECSA-HO, UNECA, UNAIDS and its Co-sponsoring Agencies. Accordingly, representatives of the African Union Commission, ECSA-HO, UNECA, UNAIDS, UNICEF, WHO and UNFPA constitute the Organizing Committee. 
7.
As was proposed at the 2nd Inter-Agency Meeting, the 3rd Meeting will be organized as follows:


28-29 October 2009: Meeting of Experts

30 October 2009: Meeting of Regional Directors/ Executives for Africa                                                                                                        
8.
Invited participants and experts will be drawn from the AU and its organs and programmes, Health, HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria focal points of RECs and RHOs, relevant UN Agencies and a few other International Organizations; and Regional NGOs and CSOs actively involved in the control of HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria in Africa. 

 V. DOCUMENTATION: WORKING / REFERENCE 

9.
Deliberations will be based on the most recent commitments and updates reflected in the documentation listed below:

· Progress Reports on Implementation of recommendations of the 2nd Inter-Agency Meeting (November 2008): Pre-compiled before the Meeting – (All)
· Overview on the theme of the 3rd Inter-Agency Meeting: WHO and UNICEF

· The May 2006 Abuja Call for Accelerated Action Towards Universal Access to HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria;  - AUC
· Africa Health Strategy (2007-2015); AUC
· Regional Strategic Frameworks for Action on HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria; (RECs and RHOs)
·  “Three Ones” Key Principles (UNAIDS);

· Securing our Future: Commission on HIV and AIDS and Governance in Africa (CHGA), and the Treatment Acceleration Programme (TAP) - (ECA)
· Executive Summary of the report of the Global Task Team on Improving Coordination Among Multilateral Institutions and International Donors, June 2005 - (UNAIDS);

· Declarations of the UN General Assembly Special Session on HIV/AIDS (2001 and 2006);  - UNAIDS
· Outcome of the 4th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers of Health (May 2009) – AUC
· Outcome of AU, RECs and Global Fund Roundtable Discussion, Geneva, June 2009; and the Affordable Medicines Facility – malaria (AMFm)

· Relevant documents of CSOs

· Any other relevant documents.

VI. WORKING LANGUAGES:

10.
Simultaneous interpretation will be done in English and French during the Meeting.  The main working documents will also be available in the two languages.

VII. CONTACT PERSONS/ADDRESS

11.
Additional Information could be obtained from the following focal points:

AU COMMISSION

Dr. Olawale I. Maiyegun
Director for Social Affairs
Department of Social Affairs

AU Commission 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Tel: (+251 11) 551 77 00 (Ext. 279 and 216); 551 04 54
E-mail:  MaiyegunO@africa-union.org; KalimugogoG@Africa-union.org; ChristineM@africa-union.org
VIII.   BUDGET/ TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
12.
While most participants will be sponsored by their Agencies/ Organisations, some participants may access sponsorship through prior arrangements with the UN Co-organisers. Each partner Agency on the Organising Committee will draw up its own budget and share it.
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