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DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA

Meeting of Heads of Delegation


It is expected that the AUC Director for Trade and Industry will meet the Heads of delegations to review some modalities for the conduct of the meeting including proposals for the composition of the Bureau.

Agenda Item 1:
 Opening of the Meeting

The Director of Trade and Industry will deliver an opening statement.

Agenda Item 2: 
Election of the Bureau

Under this agenda item, it is expected that, based on the consultations in the Meeting of Heads of delegations, the Senior Officials will elect the new Bureau members, in accordance with AU principles of geographical distribution and rotation. 

Agenda Item 3:
Adoption of the Agenda and Work Programme, and Organization of Work

The draft agenda as proposed by the Commission of the AU will be reviewed by Member States and adopted with amendments as the need arises. The work programme will be discussed and adopted in terms of working hours and other practical arrangements that will facilitate the smooth running of the Conference.

Agenda Item 4: 
State of Play of WTO Negotiations and the Way Forward

Under this agenda, the African Group in Geneva will make a presentation on the state of play of the negotiations at the WTO following the failure of the convening of a mini-ministerial in December 2008. The meeting will also consider Africa’s role and positions as well as the way forward as negotiations resume in 2009. 

Agenda Item 5: Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs):

(a) State of Play

Under this item, the AU Commission and the REC’s will make presentations on the State of Play of EPA negotiations. The meeting will make recommendations on the way forward as regards EPA negotiations with the EU, including issues on which the REC’s/Negotiating Groups should have a common position. 

(b)  Exchange of experience on Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) between developed and developing countries. 

Presentations on experience of some Latin American and Asian countries in concluding and implementing Free Trade Agreements with developed countries will be made to enable the African Group to draw lessons for the conclusion of full EPAs.

(c) Consideration of EPA Template

The draft EPA/Model Template put together by the AU Commission, the ECA and other partner institutions as directed by the AU Assembly of Heads of State and Government will be presented by the AU Commission for discussion. The negotiating regions are expected to agree on number of common denominators including bottom lines, transition and review periods that comply with regional and continental integration processes. 

Agenda item 6:
Global Review on Aid for Trade 2009: Issues and state of implementation in Africa.


Under this agenda item, the meeting will discuss preparations for the second global review on the implementation of the Aid for Trade initiative that will take place in the second quarter of 2009. During this session, the Experts will consider a paper prepared by the Economic Commission for Africa that focuses on whether supply is meeting demand in the Aid for Trade implementation.

Agenda Item 7: India’s Duty Free Tariff Preference (DFTP) Scheme and China’s Duty Free Quota Free (DFQF): How can African LDCs seize the opportunities offered by these emerging markets?


Under this item, Senior Officials from India and China will provide information on the DFTP and DFQF for African LDCs including market opportunities in India and China for products from African LDCs. The meeting is expected to make recommendations for maximization of benefits of the schemes to African LDCs.

Agenda Item 8: Preparations for the Eighth AGOA Forum 


Under this item, an exchange of views will take place on how to effectively prepare for the 8th AGOA Forum. It will be recalled that the 7th Forum was held in Washington D.C. in July 2008 and that the Republic of Kenya has offered to host the 8th Forum. This exercise will ensure preparation of an African proactive agenda.

Agenda Item 9: Consideration of Draft Ministerial Decisions/Declarations on WTO and EPA negotiations


The Senior Officials will consider draft Ministerial Decisions/Declarations on WTO and EPA negotiations that will be submitted to Ministers for adoption.

Agenda Item 10: 
Any Other Business
The meeting can raise other issues under this agenda item.

Agenda Item 11:   Consideration and Adoption of the Report of the Meeting of Senior Officials

The meeting will consider and adopt its report. 

Agenda Item 12: Closure


The Chairperson of the meeting will bring it to a close.
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