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DRAFT PROGRAMME

Day One – Challenges for African agriculture

9.00-10.30
Opening session

Welcome address – Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Ethiopia

Opening address: Overview of food and agriculture in Africa: Issues, opportunities and challenges – H.E. Tumusiime Rhoda Peace, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, African Union
Keynote address: Ecological agriculture as a response to the global food and climate crisis - Alexander Mueller, Assistant Director-General, FAO

10.30-11.00 
Tea break

11.00-13.00
Session 1: Overview and policy responses in Africa

1) Challenges for agriculture: Economic, social and ecological perspectives  – Martin Khor, Director, Third World Network
2) Ensuring food security in Africa: Issues, challenges and current policy responses - Tewolde Berhan Gebre Egziabher, Director-General, Environmental Protection Authority, Ethiopia
3) Land policy and rural livelihood in Africa – DREA/AU
4) The Green Revolution in Asia, lessons for the African Green Revolution – Hira Jhamtani, Associate, Third World Network.

5) Agricultural research in Africa: Towards meeting food security needs – Abebe Demisse, ASARECA. 
13.00-13.30
Discussion

13.30-14.30
Lunch

14.30-15.30
Session 2: Climate change and implications for agriculture

6) Agriculture and climate change: Impacts and challenges for Africa – DREA/AU and Lim Li Ching, Researcher, Third World Network
7) The agrofuels debate in Africa: Challenges and opportunities – Nnimmo Bassey, Director, Environmental Rights Action, Nigeria 

15.30-16.00
Discussion

16.00-16.30
Tea break

16.30-17.00
Session 3: The challenges of trade policies for agriculture

8) Trade policies and their implications for food security and rural development – Martin Khor, Director, Third World Network
17.00-18.00
Breakout session: Discussion in groups on issues, challenges and trends at the national level; brief report back to plenary

Day Two – Ecological agriculture: successes and lessons learnt

9.00-11.00
Session 4: Ecological agriculture for food security
9) Organic agriculture and food security in Africa – Nadia Scialabba, Senior Officer, FAO
10) The Tigray project: A success story in sustainable agriculture – Institute for Sustainable Development, Ethiopia
11) The ‘push-pull’ initiative – International Centre of Insect Physiology and Ecology, Kenya 
12) System of rice intensification – Madagascar 
11.00-11.30
Discussion

11.30-12.30
Session 5: Ecological agriculture is climate friendly
13) Dream Farm 2: Integrated food and energy rich farm - Mae-Wan Ho, Director, Institute of Science in Society, UK

14) Small farms and their climate change adaptation potential –Victoria Tauli-Corpuz, Chair, UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and Director, Tebtebba Foundation (2nd choice Pavriz Koohafkan, Director, Land and Water Division, FAO)

12.30-13.00
Discussion

13.00-14.00
Lunch

14.00-16.00
Session 6: Mainstreaming ecological agriculture in Africa 

15) International Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge, Science and Technology for Development (IAASTD): Key findings and policy options for ecological agriculture – CSO rep from Africa (Lim Li Ching as backup) 
16) The Ethiopian experience in scaling-up ecological agriculture – Ethiopian Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development/Environmental Protection Authority 
17) Community-based seed conservation – Melaku Woreda 

18) Sanitary and Phytosanitary considerations in ecological agriculture in Africa – Sarah Olembo, DREA-African Union Commission

16.00-16.30 Tea break

16.30-17.30
Breakout session: Discussion in groups on prospects and strategies for mainstreaming ecological agriculture at the national level; brief report back to plenary

Day Three – Environmentally, economically and socially sustainable policies for African agriculture
9.00-11.00
The way forward: Working group discussions



- Policy responses



- Action at national level

- Assistance from the FAO, African Union and other international agencies

11.00-11.30
Tea break

11.30-12.30 Presentations from working groups in plenary; Discussion

- Chair: Sophia Twarog, Economic Affairs Officer, UNCTAD

12.30-13.00
Summing up and conclusions 

13.00-14.00
Lunch
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