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Launch of the Support Programme to Integrated National Action Plans for Avian and Human Influenza (SPINAP-AHI)

Addis Ababa, 6 March 2008 – A three-day workshop on the launch of the Support Programme to Integrated National Action Plans for Avian and Human Influenza for Eastern Africa, known by its acronym as SPINAP-AHI, kicked off yesterday 5 March 2008, at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The workshop is aimed at brainstorming strategies to layout programme implementation modalities for the global fight against the Avian influenza. 

So far, 47 Africa-Caribbean –Pacific (ACP) countries under the umbrella of the African Union Inter-African Bureau of Animal Resource (IBAR) constitute the Support Programme to Integrated National Action Plans for Avian and Human Influenza (SPINAP). Its major goal is to minimise the socio-economic impact of the Avian and Human Influenza, by strengthening the capacity of the institutions at national level to enable a quick intervention in cases of human contamination. The long-term objective of the SPINAP is to provide assistance to all the Member States so as to face related epidemiological aspects of the disease.    

Addressing participants during the opening ceremony of the workshop, the Director of Rural Economy and Agriculture of the African Union Commission, Dr. Ahmadu Babgana, highlighted the dangers of the avian flu in the continent.  « Avian influenza poses a huge risk to our continent, to our lives directly and indirectly to economies and societal structures », he said, adding that, SPINAP provides the opportunity to unite and be stronger as a continent in seeking for solutions to combat the Avian flu. 

Dr Ahmed Alsawalhy, Head of the AU/IBAR Division on his part, lauded the initiative of organising a workshop on SPINAP. He said apart from serving as a forum to “share the lessons learned from the assessment of country applications” of the support programme on Avian Flu, the workshop would discuss practical modalities on the implementation of the SPINAP 
Worth recalling that, the SPINAP-AHI programme is financed by the AU/IBAR partnership to the tune of 21,5 millions €. 

The workshop on the launch of the Support Programme to Integrated National Action Plans for Avian and Human Influenza for Eastern Africa ends tomorrow Friday 7 March 2008. 

For more information, consult the African Union website: www.africa-union.org or the AU-IBAR website: www.au-ibar.org
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