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Statement by

H.E. Mr. Jean Ping

 Chairperson, African Union Commission

At the 

Signing Ceremony of the Memorandum of Understanding between

AUC and The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI)

10th December, 2008, 

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA

Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, Mrs. Tumusiime Rhoda Peace 

Chairperson of the Board of Directors of IFPRI

The Director General of IFPRI, Mr. Joachim von Braun,
Ladies and Gentlemen

First of all let me welcome you all to this momentous occasion, which will serve to formalise what promises to be a long and very fruitful relation between the Commission of the African Union and the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI) on issues relating to food security, agricultural and rural development. Although the African Union has been working very closely with IFPRI for sometime now, the relationship that we shall begin with the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding would signify an even stronger bond in our working relations.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It will be recalled that the 32nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government held in Yaoundé, Cameroon in July 1996 committed itself towards expanding and intensifying collaboration with the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research Centers (CGIAR) in the exchange of appropriate technologies and approaches to food and agricultural production as a common position on food security. 

I am pleased to note that the International Food Policy Research Institute has been working very closely with the Commission of the African Union in the elaboration and implementation of the Action Plan emanating from the African Union Summit on Food Security in Africa which took place in December 2006 in Abuja Nigeria, in addition to various other technical assistance that the African Union Commission through the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture has received from IFPRI and for which the Commission is highly appreciative and grateful for. 

It may also be recalled that the 2nd Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union which was held in Maputo, Mozambique in July 2003, adopted the Comprehensive Africa Agriculture Development Program (CAADP) as a framework to restore agriculture growth, development and food security in Africa. Within the context of CAADP, and this Memorandum of Understanding that will be signed today, the Commission of the African Union would be provided with the necessary assistance and capacity strengthening within the areas of policy research and analysis, provision of policy communications and facilitation of dialogue for the improvement and implementation of agricultural policies within and between African Union Member states, amongst other areas of cooperation as outlined within the memorandum of understanding. I would at this juncture like to reiterate the commitment and willingness of the Commission of the African Union in engaging in regular consultative processes with IFPRI for the actualisation of the objectives of this memorandum of understanding. 

In conclusion, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to congratulate IFPRI for taking the initiative to propose a Memorandum of Understanding between it and the Commission and to say that the Commission shall do everything possible to live up to the expectations of the MOU. 

I look forward to a lasting and fruitful interaction between the two organizations towards the attainment of poverty reduction through increasing agricultural productivity and enhancing the sustainable use and management of Africa’s natural resources. 

I thank you for your kind attention.
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