	AFRICAN UNION
	
	UNION AFRICAINE

	
[image: image1.png]SAAY A




	
	UNIÃO AFRICANA

	Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA P. O. Box 3243 Telephone: 5517 700 Fax: 5511299 

website :   www. africa-union.org


DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

PRESS RELEASE N°173/2008

AUC and IPFRI SIGN MOU 

[image: image2.jpg]


Addis Ababa, 10 December 2008 – The Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Mr. Jean Ping and the Director General of the International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPRI), Mr. Joachim Von Braun, today Wednesday signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

The MoU was aimed at developing a strategic partnership between the Commission (Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture) and IFPRI. The signing ceremony took place in the presence of Mrs. Tumusiime Rhoda Peace, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture of the AUC and members of the bureau of the Food Policy Research Institute, along side officials of the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture. 
The MoU particularly dwells with strengthening food security in Africa while consolidating the capacity of African countries to sustain and enhance food security within the continent. (See full text of the MoU on the AU website: www.africa-union.org  

After signing the MoU, the two parties expressed satisfaction for the initiative which they said, will help to reinforce the existing relationship between the two institutions as well as provide a better framework of finding solutions to food security issues. It will also help in the implementation of appropriate actions with respect to poverty alleviation, hunger and malnutrition.  

The Chairperson of the African Union Commission Mr. Jean Ping in his declaration highlighted the importance of this new partnership, which he said would offer the necessary technical assistance to the Commission, and strengthens its capacity with respect to food security policies and would facilitate dialogue to enhance implementation by AU Member States of the Agriculture policies.

The Chairperson further emphasised on the commitment of the Commission to engage in permanent consultations with IFPRI to ensure the effective implementation of the objectives of the MoU. (See speech of the AUC Chairperson on the AU website: www.africa-union.org).

Mr. Joachim Von Braun on his part underscored the need for total attention and consideration to be given to food security and related issue in Africa, including  nutrition, health and agriculture in general. He further expressed his wish to see his institution and the AU work hand in hand to promote and ensure the provisions of the MoU.
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