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His Excellency Mr. Ahmed Aboul Geit, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Arab Republic of Egypt

His Excellency Mr. Akwasi Osei Adjei, M.P., Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Ghana and Current Chairperson of the African Union Executive Council

His Excellency Mr. Luis Amado, Minister of State and Foreign Affairs of Portugal and Representative of the European Presidency

Honourable Ministers

His Excellency Mr. Louis Michel, European Union Commissioner for Development Aid and Humanitarian Affairs

Colleagues, African Union Commissioners

Your Excellencies Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Representatives of Regional and International Organizations

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

At the outset, please allow me, on behalf of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, His Excellency Professor Alpha Oumar Konare and indeed on my own behalf, to pay special tribute to His Excellency Mr. Mohammed Hosni Mubarak, President of the Arab Republic of Egypt; the Government; and the People of Egypt for hosting this very important Joint Ministerial Preparatory Conference of the Second Africa-Europe Summit in this beautiful city of Sharm Al Sheikh and for the warm welcome and hospitality accorded to us. Professor Konare regrets that he could not attend this very importance Conference, sends warm greetings and wishes the Conference great success. 

It should be recalled that the First Africa-Europe Summit of 3- 4 April 2000 was also held here in Egypt at the kind invitation of His Excellency President Mubarak. In this regard, the Arab Republic of Egypt must be highly commended for her interest in ensuring that Africa-Europe relations grow from strength to strength. I would also like to thank you all Ministers and Heads of Delegation on both the African and European sides for having made it to this important and historic joint Ministerial Conference. Your attendance bears eloquent testimony to the importance you attach to the new Africa-EU partnership.  

Excellencies

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

It is important to recognize and appreciate that we now live in an increasingly interdependent world and that globalization is pushing such interdependence to dimensions unimaginable a few decades ago. This new world order has created a situation whereby the intensity of strategic alliances and partnerships dictates the extent to which aspirations of nations and regions are met. Within this context, the forging of closer ties between Africa and Europe can only be described as a necessity. The historical and cultural ties between the two continents as well as the geographical proximity have led to the creation of a strong bond between the peoples of the two continents. As neighbours and friends, therefore, we have to do more together with a view to achieving more. Our rich cultural heritage and diversity are sources of strength and by forging closer ties, we can achieve enviable outcomes.

On the other hand, Africa, as a continent, has faced significant challenges over the past few decades, relating, for example, to problems of peace and security, governance, unequal terms of global trade, poor infrastructure, and scourges of diseases such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis malaria and other infectious diseases. Our leaders have surely not ignored these challenges. The creation of the Organization of the African Unity (OAU) in 1963, the signing of the Abuja Treaty in 1991, the historic Sirte Declaration of 1999 and the eventual launching of the African Union (AU) in 2001, the launching of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) and the African Peer Review Mechanism (APRM), as well as the ongoing integration efforts and debate on the creation of an African Union Government all bear testimony to the commitment and determination of African leaders to tackle the continent’s challenges. In view of the significant progress made by the European Union (EU) in similar endeavours, the AU stands to draw valuable lessons from the European experience.

Other challenges can only be addressed at the global level, and Africa’s involvement in such efforts is critical. Issues such as climate change, migration, international terrorism, proliferation of small and light weapons and the fight against pandemics can only be effectively dealt with through cross-boundary cooperation. By joining hands and developing common responses to global issues such as the aforementioned, we can make an impact in this world. I can, therefore, confidently say that the Africa-EU Dialogue, launched during the historic Africa-EU Summit of 2000 here in Egypt, has laid a strong foundation and created immense opportunities for both Africa and Europe to work together in addressing the challenges of common concern. The commitment on both sides as evidenced by the preparation of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and its Action Plan and the holding of the Africa-Europe Summit in Lisbon, Portugal, in a few days time from today are major milestones in the strengthening of cooperation and partnership between Africa and Europe. 

The decision to prepare the Joint Strategy and its Action Plan, to be considered by this Conference and endorsed by the Lisbon Summit, emanated from the preparation by the European Union Commission of a Draft EU Strategy for Africa that was endorsed by the European Council in December 2005. Following this commendable initiative, the 5th Africa-EU Troika Ministerial Meeting held in Bamako, Mali, on 2 December 2005 welcomed the Draft EU Strategy for Africa and agreed to transform it into a joint Africa-EU Strategy and develop its Action Plan for its implementation. During the 6th Africa-EU Troika Ministerial meeting held in Vienna, Austria, in May 2006, it was agreed to work on a proposal for the Outline of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy, ideally to be adopted at the Second Africa-EU Summit. The 7th Africa-EU Troika Ministerial Meeting held in Congo Brazzaville, Republic of Congo, in October 2006 welcomed the progress made on the preparation of the Outline of the Joint Strategy and in view of this agreed to expedite work towards the holding of the Second Africa-Europe Summit in Lisbon in 2007. 

Work on the full blown Joint Africa-EU Strategy and its Action Plan began in earnest in May 2007 after the 8th Africa-Europe Ministerial Meeting held in Brussels, Belgium, on 15 May 2007 had endorsed the Joint EU-Africa Strategy Outline elaborated by the Africa-EU Expert Troika. The Joint Strategy and its Action Plan were endorsed by the 9th Africa-Europe Ministerial Troika Meeting held in Accra, Ghana, on 31 October 2007. The preparation and finalization of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and its Action Plan have, therefore, been in record time and we owe it to all those that worked tirelessly and indeed diligently on ensuring their timely and early completion: the Africa-EU Ministerial Troika; the Africa-EU Expert Troika; the Senior Officials Troika; the various Chefs de fil; the African and European Ambassadors based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; our two Commissions; the Joint Africa-EU Drafting Committee, comprising members from both the African Union Commission and European Commission; as well as civil society, the private sector and parliamentarians. 

The Joint Africa-EU Strategy embodies an EU-Africa consensus of values, common interests and strategic objectives and seeks to strengthen Africa-EU cooperation in the political, economic, social and cultural areas, at all levels. It has identified strategic priorities in the areas of peace and security, democratic governance and human rights, trade and regional integration, and other key development issues, including education, science and technology; energy; environment and climate change; agriculture and food security; and migration, mobility and employment. For the implementation of the Strategy, the First Action Plan, covering the period 2008- 09, has been prepared with a key focus on selected priority areas and actions. 

Evidently, this represents a new partnership with new dimensions and new approaches. There is a shift away from the traditional relationship to a new partnership of equals. We have acquired valuable experiences from the old relationship and hope to be able to utilize these in a positive way in this new partnership.

On the African side, we are committed to upholding the principles of the partnership to accomplish the objectives clearly contained in the Joint Strategy. The four clusters – Peace and Security, Governance and Human Rights, Trade and Regional Integration, and Key Development Issues – all aim at addressing challenges that are critical to both Africa and the EU. This Dialogue, and its culmination in the series of meetings this week, both here in Sharm-Al-Sheikh and Lisbon, has generated a lot of euphoria, and it deserves to be so. The peoples of both Africa and Europe expect a lot and they must not be disappointed. We must prove to them that this is not just another exercise of empty rethoric without much action. 

We, on the African side are prepared to play our role and I am confident that the EU is, too. The two Commissions will continue to work closely together as well as with Member States and all key stakeholders, as we go into the implementation phase of the process. Let us all prove to the world that we are true partners and together we can make a difference. Ensuring effective implementation and monitoring of the Joint Strategy will go a long way in supporting the efforts by Africa to attain the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the target date of 2015. This, without doubt, calls upon each one of us to ensure early and timely implementation of the new Africa-EU Strategic Partnership.  

Excellencies

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

In conclusion, I invite you all to combine your energies together toward realization of this new strategic partnership for the mutual benefit of our peoples. I invite you all to rededicate yourselves to our shared vision and sense of purpose and strive to bridge the development divide between Africa and Europe. Finally, I invite the new Africa-EU Strategic Partnership to work in genuine and true partnership in support of the implementation of the AU Strategic Plan and NEPAD and the attainment of the MDGs in Africa. Let’s rise up to these challenges.

I thank you for your kind attention and wish the Joint Ministerial Preparatory Conference for the Second Africa-Europe Summit great success.
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