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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT OF THE AFRICAN UNION OBSERVER MISSION TO THE NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL ELECTIONS OF SOUTH AFRICA, 22 APRIL 2009

At the invitation of the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) of South Africa the Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union, Mr. Jean Ping, sent a Multidisciplinary Team of AU Observers to observe the National and Provincial elections held on 22nd April 2009.

The AU Observer Team, led by Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, Former Prime Minister of Tanzania, Former OAU Secretary General comprises Members of National Parliaments, Members of the Pan-African Parliament, Ambassadors, senior officials of Election Management Bodies, representatives of Regional Economic Communities and members of Civil Society Organizations drawn from various African countries.

Soon after its arrival, the observer team had consultations with the Independent Electoral Commission, representatives of Political Parties, Civil Society Organisations, International, Regional and Domestic Observers Groups.

The AU Observer Team was deployed to all the nine provinces of South Africa.

COMMENTS AND OBSERVATIONS

The AU Observer Team highly commends the people of South Africa for turning out in impressive numbers to exercise their democratic rights. Members were impressed by the enthusiasm displayed and the peaceful manner of the process. South Africans of all colours queued for many hours with considerable patience in order to vote. The atmosphere of cordiality and resolve displayed by the voters testified to their recognition of the importance of exercising their right to vote. 

The AU Observer Mission was impressed by the skillful and efficient organisation of the elections by the IEC. The Commission’s professionalism and integrity has significantly contributed to the successful conduct of the electoral process. 

There were some minor logistical problems as well as irregularities here and there. But none of these have adversely affected the conduct of the process in any significant way. It is at the same time encouraging to note that the IEC has proceeded to take measures to address these issues.

While commending the IEC in their effort, the AU observer team believes that some of the anomalies witnessed need to be looked into for rectification in the future. In this respect the team wishes to highlight the following:

· The need to address the problem of long queues in some polling stations which could lead to voter frustration;

· The efficient management of voters who are registered in a particular area but chose out of necessity or choice to vote in another place (transfer votes);

· The display of party identities or party literature within the perimeters of polling stations. The Team believes that this goes against the spirit of Article 108 of the Electoral Act 73 of 1998 prohibiting certain political activities on voting day.
The AU Observer Team have noted with satisfaction the steps taken to ensure the inclusiveness of the process. Such steps include the special arrangements for the disabled and the aged to exercise their rights to vote as well as the participation of those South Africans who had registered to vote but were abroad on the day of the election.
The Team commends the inbuilt mechanism for resolving problems through the Party Liaison Committee

It hails the efforts made to promote gender balance in the whole electoral process.

The AU Observer team has been encouraged by the access of political parties to the electronic and print media. This in our opinion has reinforced the credibility of the electoral process. 
It is the considered judgment of the AU observer Team that the election process was conducted in a free, fair, transparent and credible manner. The smooth conduct of the elections and the vibrancy of the electorate have done honour not only to the people of South Africa but to Africa as a whole.

The Team congratulates the people of South Africa and their political parties for this great achievement. They pay particular tribute to the Independent Electoral Commission for a commendable job that contributes to the consolidation of democracy in the country.
Salim Ahmed Salim

Team Leader

African Union Observer Mission
24 April 2009
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