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The Second Regional Consultative Meeting on the Implementation of the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy Opens Today in Lesotho

Lesotho 14, April 2008 – Pursuant of the adoption of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy and First Action Plan by the Africa – EU Summit held on 8-9 December 2007 in Lisbon, Portugal, the African Union Commission in collaboration with the Government of the Kingdom of Lesotho, have convened today 14 April 2008, a Consultative Meeting on the Implementation of the First Action Plan of the Joint Strategy, in Maseru, Kingdom of Lesotho. 

Second of the kind, the two-day Regional Consultative meeting, which covers the Eastern and the Southern Regions of the Continent, is holding under the coordination of the Department of Economic Affairs of the African Union Commission.  The opening ceremony at the Manthabiseng National Convention Centre of Maseru, took place in the presence of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and International Relations of the Kingdom of Lesotho, H.E. Mohlabi Kenneth Tsekoa, the African Union Permanent Representative in Brussels, Ambassador Mahamat S. Annadif, some Representatives from the AU Member States, European Union Delegation, Private Sector, Civil Society and other stakeholders. 

In his opening address, the Director of Economic Affairs of the African Union, Dr. Rene, N’Guettia Kouassi, began by thanking His Majesty, King Letsie III and the Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Lesotho, H.E Pakalitha Bethuel Mosisili for offering to host the meeting and for the warm welcome. He said the Maseru Regional Consultative meeting would afford the opportunity for the different parties to express their views on concrete actions to be undertaken for the implementation of the eight partnerships stipulated in the First Africa-EU Action Plan. “Today’s meeting is therefore, aimed at collecting your views and your inputs on the approach the Commission intends to take to ensure the effective implementation of this First Action Plan.”, he emphasised. 

Dr Kouassi further explained that, with the adoption of the two major texts of the strategy, the challenges to be addressed lie essentially in the implementation of the First Action Plan within a two year time frame from 2008 to 2010. “Africa must take its responsibility in the implementation and should never disappoint in the process” he noted.    

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs and International Relations of the Kingdom of Lesotho, H.E. Mohlabi Kenneth Tsekoa, on his part, said one of the positive changes for Africa has been the move towards entrenching democracy and engaging reform processes. He recalled that due to globalization, the world has become increasingly interdependent, thus, the need for intensified cooperation between Africa and Europe. 

Minister Mohlabi Kenneth Tsekoa, further explained that, the new strategic partnership marks a departure from the traditional donor-recipient relation, to that of equal partners based on mutual respect and benefit. Before declaring the meeting open, the Minister called on the participants to identify appropriate projects and programmes as well as establish Expert groups to monitor guide and implement the programmes. He also urged Member States to identify sources of financing the implementation of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy. 

Meanwhile, the eight identified partnerships to be considered during the meeting are: Peace and Security; Democratic Governance and Human Rights; Trade and Regional Integration; Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); Energy; Climate Change; Migration, Mobility and Employment; Science, Information Society and Space.

It is worth recalling that, a similar meeting covering the Western, Central and Northern Regions took place on 19-20 March 2008 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.  The meeting was preceded by a meeting of the Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC), held on 14 March 2008 at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and a civil society consultative meeting in Bamako, Mali, on 3-5 March 2008, on the same subject.
The Second Regional Consultative Meeting on the Implementation of the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy ends tomorrow 15 April 2008. 
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