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JOINT PRESS RELEASE

AUC AND EC JOINT TASK FORCE MEETS TO REVIEW PROGRESS ON COOPERATION

Addis Ababa, 9 March - The Joint Task Force (JTF) between the African Union Commission and the European Commission met from 8-9 March 2007 at the AU Headquarters in Addis Ababa to review progress on agreed issues, since their last meeting in September 2006 and the Commission-to-Commission meeting in Addis Ababa on October 2, 2006. Both sides used the opportunity to further enrich their work on the development of a Joint Africa-EU Strategy, which is expected to be adopted at the next EU/Africa Summit in Lisbon later this year. They also prepared the ground for the next Commission-to-Commission meeting, scheduled to take place in the second half of the year. The meeting was co-chaired by Ambassador John Shinkaiye, Chief of Staff, AU Commission and Stefano Manservisi, Director-General, Directorate-General for Development and Relations with ACP Countries, European Commission.

Both delegations expressed satisfaction with the continued strengthening of their strategic partnership and mutual cooperation. The meeting noted that the African Peace Facility and the 55 million Euro Support Programme to the AU have been some of the most notable achievements in the last few years of cooperation between the two organisations. The JTF also noted as a significant development the set-up of a new innovative Trust Fund by the EU to concentrate EU support on infrastructure development. The JTF noted with satisfaction the preparation of a 10 million Euro contribution as a concrete support in the field of transport, energy and ICTs, as part of the significant Partnership on Infrastructure.

The JTF meeting made clear the need to build on the progress made so far, to take stock of achievements and challenges, and to find ways of moving forward, in a transparent and accountable manner. It also emphasized the need to produce visible results, by which the whole partnership will be judged. In particular, the meeting also addressed energy, security and climate change. The meeting noted the particular challenges posed to Africa by climate change and called for a strategic alliance between the AU and the EU and an ambitious political response.

The two-day discussions were organised in sectoral working groups on a thematic basis, such as migration, health, education, trade, industry, taxation and customs, governance and human rights, environment and agriculture, administration, gender, EPAs, rationalization of the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), and science and technology. These working groups were tasked to review progress since the last meeting and to take forward the EU/AU partnership in their respective fields of cooperation.

After the sectoral discussions on 8 March, the plenary session on 9 March discussed a number of additional subjects of mutual interest including communication and information, took stock of the progress of the sectoral working groups and charted the way forward. The meeting agreed on a set of operational conclusions to be followed up by the two Commission’s services. 

The next meeting of the Joint Task Force will be held in Brussels in September 2007.  
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