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e Your Excellency JOHN A. KUFFUOR, the Chairperson of the African
Union;

e Your Excellency SASSOU NGUESSO, the outgoing Chairperson of the
African Union

e Your Excellency MELES ZENAWI, Prime Minister of the Federal
Republic of Ethiopia, our gracious host;

e Excellencies Heads of State and Government;

¢ Alpha OMAR KONARE, President of the African Commission;

e AU Commissioner of Science and Technology;

e Director General of UNESCO;

e Professor Calestus Juma,

e Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen:

I am honoured to address the imperative of science, technology and
research for Africa’s development at this 8th Summit of the African
- Union.

I thank you very much, your Excellency KONARE, for your kind
invitation to address the 8th Summit on this important subject, and
especially for elevating the importance of science and technology in
Africa’s development agenda.

Indeed, we commend the excellent manner in which the African
Commission has organized this Summit and the associated events.

EXCELLENCIES

I begin my remarks with the premise that science, technology, and
socioeconomic transformation are ‘synonymous’ terms.

Historically, whether one considers the role played by indigenous
technologies in Africa, or the 19t century industrial revolution that
transformed Europe and North America, or contemporary Asian
experiences — it has been all about using scientific and technological
applications to achieve fundamental socioeconomic transformation.

DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN
We in Africa recognize this — and it is for this reason that African leaders

have repeatedly called for the utilization of scientific and technological
tools to accelerate our development efforts.
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