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SALUTATIONS:

Permit me to fust and foremost thank you all for yO'ur kind and invaluable
presence here in Addis Ababa, a day ahead of our African Union Summit to
hold this very important 16th Summit of NEP AD Heads of State and
Government Implementation Committee. This sacrifice of national time and
effort to direct our individual and concerted attention to the activities and

wellbeing of the new National Partnership for Africa's Development,
NEP AD, testifies to the commitment, faith and hope that we all and Africa
continue to invest in the process as our way out of poverty and on to
development.

Permit me also to convey deep-seated apologies for the last minute
cancellation of the Summit just before its due date of 30th October, 2006, on
account of the difficulty posed by your prior commitment to the 2nd China­
Africa Summit, held in early November 2006 in Beijing China.

We must be candid in identifying our achievements and challenges, as we
interrogate the timelessness of our vision and principles, the effectiveness of
strategies and the alignment 'of our NEP AD action plans to set objectives
and the dynamics of our globalized world. We also must examine the
respective efforts of our policy organs in playing their assigned roles and




