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AFRICAN UNION SIGNS MOU WITH THE REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITIES

Addis Ababa, 28 January 2008 – The Coordination Meeting of the Senior Official Committee of the African Union (AU), Regional Economic Communities (RECs), United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the African Development Bank (ADB) took place yesterday, 27 January 2008 at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
During the meeting, in the presence of the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Professor Alpha Oumar Konare, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to strengthen cooperation ties between the African Union (AU) and the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) was signed. Featuring on the agenda of the meeting was the draft project of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) and the consideration of the report of the Secretariat of Senior Officials Committee.

The meeting, grouping all the RECs, stakeholders, and regional institutions, was centred on the Partnership Agreements and the reinforcement of the cooperation between the African Union and the RECs. In his address, Professor Konare underscored the need for both parties to respect the principle of fairness and transparency in taking any actions. He further recalled the proximity between the African Union and the RECs. The Chairperson also emphasised on the leadership role of the African Union, saying that the Union must be independent in the midst of the other international organisations so as to fully play its leadership role. 

Worth recalling that, the EPA was initiated by the European Union (EU) and proposed to the Africa- Caribbean -Pacific (ACP) countries. It was aimed at bringing about the free trade between the EU and the African countries of the EPA excluding the custom duties. 

For more information, consult the AU Website: www.africa-union.org
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