Speech at the African Day Celebration and the Laying of the
 Foundation Stone for the African Union Convention Center

Your Excellency President Kufuor,
 Your Excellency Prime Minister Melez,
 Your Excellency Chairperson Konaré,

 Your Excellencies the Ministers and the Heads of Diplomatic Missions and International Organizations,

Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen:

It gives me a great pleasure today, at the invitation of the African Union, to head an economic and trade delegation of the Chinese government to join you in celebrating the Africa Liberation Day and in laying the foundation stone of the African Union convention center. Today is the 44th Africa Liberation Day. Please allow me to start with, on behalf of the Chinese government, my sincere congratulations on this special day! I would also like to congratulate on the laying of the foundation stone of the African Union convention center and to extend a note of greetings and thanks to the friends from the African Union, Ethiopia and China who are working on this project.

Forty-four years ago, African people set up the Organization of African Unity in search of independence and liberation. Since then, May 25th has become a celebrated day among all Africans. Five years ago, in order to adapt itself to a complex and ever-changing international environment, and strive for progress and development, the African Union took over the baton from the Organization of African Unity and began to lead African people on a new journey. From the launch of the Organization of African Unity to the advent of the African Union, we have noticed with great pleasure that African people, while marching firmly along the road of independence and greater strength, have overcome many difficulties and made numerous achievements. In celebration of this sacred and solemn moment on the "Africa Day", we are not only commemorating the unity, cooperation and arduous efforts of the African people over the past decades, but also reflecting positively on the wonderful prospects of Africa's integrity. In the ever-changing world of growing competition, we developing countries must actively engage in exploring diversified ways of south-south cooperation, stand united and speak in "one voice" in order to improve our status in the international arena, foster the establishment of a new international economic order, and safeguard to the maximum degree our own interests in the process of globalization.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
China is the largest developing country in the world and Africa is the continent with the highest concentration of developing countries. Our combined population accounts for more than one third of the world's total. There will be no world peace and development without the peace and development of China and Africa. The Chinese government always attaches great importance to its ties and cooperation with African countries, and is willing and ready to develop a new type of strategic partnership with African countries featuring political equality, mutual trust, win-win economic cooperation and cultural interactions. We always believe that only by placing China-Africa relationships on equality, sincerity, and amicability and by learning from and supporting each other can we make sure that China-Africa friendship will stay alive and endure the test of time. Based on this understanding, the Chinese government announced at last year's Beijing Summit the eight measures to promote trade and economic cooperation with Africa, covering many fundamental areas of its social and economic development such as agriculture, healthcare, education, public infrastructure and capacity building. We're now in the process of seriously performing our commitments one by one. Among these commitments is the project of the African Union convention center.

The African Union convention center, designed with a full range of functions, will be a large-scale and technically demanding project of the century, a land-mark project symbolizing the new China-Africa strategic partnership in the new stage, and a tribute from the Chinese people to the African people. The Chinese government gives a high priority to this project. The top leaders of Chinese Ministry of Commerce are personally in charge and a project team was sent to Africa and conducted many consultations with the officials and technical staff of the African Union so as to lay down the principles of design. An African Union team was later invited to China to have a full exchange of opinions on the design. The Chinese side now has a clearer and deeper understanding of the ideas and expectations of the African Union. The two sides have come closer to pave the way for finalizing the design. Going forward, we will keep working hard with sincerity, enthusiasm and a scientific attitude. We're confident that, through our joint efforts, China will surely come up within a modern, multi-functional and fully-equipped conference and office facility at an early date.

Friends,

In recent years, the African Union, as the most important regional organization on the African continent, has stayed committed to maintaining Africa's stability, promoting its unity, driving its economic integrity, proactively engaging in international affairs and safeguarding the interests of the continent. Through unremitting efforts, the African Union is now playing an ever more important role in both regional and international arenas. Along with the inception and development of the African Union, Sino-African coog6r,ation has also stepped into a new stage. The Chinese government cherishes its relationship with the African Union and , views this as an integral part of the Sino-African relations. The African Union also values this relationship, proactively offers its advice for Sino-African cooperation and adheres to the One China Policy, which we highly appreciate. The Chinese government will, as always, support the unity and self-development and the integrity process of African countries, and is ready to further build on its solidarity and cooperation with the African Union. It is our hope that the African Union can continue to play a positive role in developing the new China-Africa strategic partnership. We believe the friendly cooperative relations between China and Africa will certainly bear more fruits.

I sincerely wish the African Union a greater success, African countries a greater prosperity, and African people a greater happiness.

I also sincerely wish Sino-African friendship and economic and technical cooperation ever expanding.

Thank you!

