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In June 2011, we will be celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the adoption of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, a human rights instrument that depicts to a very great extent the vision of the African leaders when it was adopted and even now. 
At a time when the continent was still bleeding from the devastating effects of colonialism and trying to eradicate the monster called Apartheid, and at a time when the world was still uncertain about the scope and very concept of human rights, African leaders concluded an instrument that embraced the holistic nature of human rights – demonstrating that human rights were not only interdependent but also indivisible. 
The African Charter embracing civil, political, economic and social rights, as well as,  the right to development, the right to a clean environment, the right to peace, was  considered by many  as wishful thinking, and critics  brushed it aside as yet another tool of diversion from the African continent.
Today, we are all witnesses to the international trend where the indivisibility and interdependency of human rights has become the norm. The notion of justiciability of economic, social and cultural rights which divided the world in the Cold War years, is beginning to be embraced by many countries. The concepts of the right to development and the right to peace, hitherto regarded as mere academic talk, have today been admitted as indispensable to the effective enjoyment of all human rights. Africa indeed can and has led the way in shaping the international human rights discourse.
This year has been dedicated as the Year of Peace and Security in Africa and today we commemorate Africa Human Rights Day on the theme Realizing Human Rights: a key to achieving sustainable peace in Africa. This is an indication of the significant value our leaders attach to peace as a vehicle to continental unity and development.
Indeed, if there is one lesson of the 20th century, it is that respect for human rights is indispensable to sustainable peace. Achieving peace and security requires a culture of respect for human rights. 
It was this realization that led our leaders during the 7th AU Summit in Banjul, The Gambia, in 2006, in adopting the Banjul Declaration on the 25th Anniversary of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, to reiterate their ‘unflinching determination to promote and protect human and people’s rights …as well as their full support to the work of … all human rights treaty bodies established on the Continent….’.

In the same Declaration the Heads of State agreed to, I quote ‘Rededicate ourselves to ensuring respect for human and peoples’ rights as a pre-requisite for the attainment of our common vision of a united and prosperous Africa…’.
It is precisely because of this common vision that we commemorate Africa Human Rights Day.  A vision which demonstrates the inseparable link between human rights, peace, security, unity and development. 
When the protection of human rights is the guiding principle, then solid and lasting foundations for peace are laid. However, when human rights are ignored or scorned, and when the pursuit of individual interests unjustly prevails over the common good, then the seeds of instability and violence are inevitably sown.
Respect for human rights therefore provides a foundation upon which rests the political structures of human freedoms. The achievement of human freedom generates the will as well as the capacity for economic and social progress. The attainment of economic and social progress provides the basis for sustainable peace. 
It would seem however that in spite the glaring nature of the relationship between respect for human rights, peace and development, the continent is yet to take bold steps to establish a culture of respect for human rights as a means of achieving sustainable peace. The commitment our leaders made in the Banjul Declaration is yet to find concrete expression.
Today, all Member States of the AU have ratified the African Charter, the majority have ratified several UN instruments. However, in most cases, steps have not been taken to internalize these instruments. Today, many Member States are yet to ratify basic African human rights instruments such as the Maputo Protocol, the African Charter on Democracy, the Kampala Convention on IDPs and the Protocol establishing the African Court.
With respect to the latter, more than twelve years after it was adopted only twenty five AU Member States have ratified it, and only four have made the declaration allow direct access to individuals to the Court.  
The establishment of the Court was a decision voluntarily taken by African leaders because they saw respect for and the protection of human rights as a catalyst to peace and development.  
Today, as we commemorate Africa Human Rights Day, we must bear in mind that there can be no peace without respect for human rights, and security and development can only strive where there is peace.
It is time for all human rights stakeholders on the continent, and in particular, Member States, to take stock and ask what they have done to establish a culture of human rights on the continent, and what they can do to enhance the enjoyment of human rights and peace in Africa. 
The level of responsibilities vary from one stakeholder to the other, but the primary responsibility for ensuring the enjoyment of peace and human rights rests with the States. 
The success of the African Court as a human rights protection mechanism can only be possible if it gets the support from all stakeholders, in particular States. For it to make any significant impact on the human rights landscape on the continent, it would require a 100% ratification of the Protocol by Member States, as well as their acceptance of the competence of the Court by making the Declaration under Article 34(6). This ‘universal’ ratification will give the Court the legitimacy it needs to effectively discharge its mandate. It will also demonstrate the commitment African leaders expressed in Banjul to ‘Rededicate ourselves to ensuring respect for human and peoples’ rights as a pre-requisite for the attainment of our common vision of a united and prosperous Africa’. Anything short of 100% ratification will limit the ability of the Court to protect human rights and the legitimacy of the protection system.
I take this opportunity therefore to call on those States that have not already done so, to take steps to ratify the Protocol and make the declaration allowing direct access to individuals to the Court. By doing so we are contributing to building a culture of peace and development, with human rights at the center.
I thank you.
