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INFRASTRUCTURE AND ENERGY DEPARTEMENT

PRESS RELEASE No. 02/2010/IED


SECOND ANNUAL NEPAD TRANSPORT AND INFRASTRUCTURE SUMMIT 2010 AND AFRICA EXPO SCHEDULED ON 13-15 OCTOBER, IN JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA
Addis-Ababa, Monday, 12 October, 2010 -  The Africa Union, through its Department of Infrastructure and Energy and the NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency, endorsed the second annual NEPAD Transport and Infrastructure Summit 2010 and Africa Expo scheduled to take place on 13-15 October, at the Gallagher international  convention centre in Midrand, north of  Johannesburg, South Africa. 


This Summit is a major effort of the African Union to prioritise and promote infrastructure development across the continent, taking into account the recent important step taken by the African Heads of State and Gorvernment during the July 2010 AU Summit held in Kampala, Uganda, by the official launching of the PIDA programme.  

During this second annual NEPAD Transport and Infrastructure Summit 2010 and Africa Expo key issues involved in the development of Africa's transport infrastructure as a major factor in the continent's economic growth will be identified for discussion and action.  

For instance, road and rail construction in the cross-border trade corridors as well as operation and ongoing maintenance are of major concern for the representatives of the regional economic communities; The development of facilities at the main harbours affect everybody; The need for investment and the opportunities for investment are enormous and of interest of executives from the donor agencies and investment banks.

Beside Transport sector, other infrastructure sectors will also be under the spotlight, including energy, water and ICT.

  

Many participants such as Government leaders, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), Policymakers and Experts from Africa and overseas, Top executives from the private sector, industry decision-makers, investment bankers and other stakeholders are expected to discuss the continent's most pressing infrastructure needs.

Presentations on possible solutions to immediate and long-term infrastructure needs will be made by international experts, leading the way for discussions at sector-specific parallel sessions where delegates can debate and seek consensus, exchange ideas and experiences.


The summit will also include the NEPAD Transport Infrastructure Projects of Excellence Awards 2010 where projects are recognised and honoured for their contribution to the future of the continent in line with the objectives of NEPAD and the African Union.

 

Many others aspects like technologies, products and services, as well as business networking will be available during the Summit. 

 

The African Union will be represented by a high delegation conducted by Dr Elham Ibrahim, Commissioner for Infrastructure and Energy and Dr Mayaki, CEO of the NEPAD and Coordinating Agency.
For further information kindly logon the Summit website: http://nepadtransportsummit.org/
_1088413578

