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Addis Ababa, 14 October, 2010- The African Union Commission (AUC) on Thursday 14th October 2010, signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the African Seed Network (ASN). The signing ceremony took place at the AU Headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The MoU was signed by Mrs. Rhoda Peace Tumusiime, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture of the African Union Commission and Dr. Soumaila Bredoumy, the African Seed Network Coordinator.   
The MOU is a follow-up for the implementation at national and regional levels of the African Seeds and Biotechnology Programme (ASBP) as a strategic framework for the development of seed sector in Africa.

During the signing ceremony, Mrs. Tumusiime underscored that, the potential benefits from the use of good quality seed of adapted varieties by farmers can be enormous, and the availability to farmers of crops and quality seed of a wide range of varieties can increase productivity; reduce risks from pest, drought and disease pressure, and increase incomes. 

“Food security is heavily dependent on the seed security of farming communities and seed sector development is essential to foster agricultural growth” she said.

On his part, Dr. Bredoumy said that seed is one of the very important elements for the development of agriculture, which contributes 30% of food productivity in terms of quality and quantity.        
Commissioner Tumusiime and Dr. Bredoumy agreed that the signing of this Memorandum of Understanding is a significant contribution to strengthen mutual ties and consolidate seed sector development and management in Africa to alleviate and improve Food Security in the continent.     
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