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PRESS RELEASE Nº143/2010 
MARITIME SECURITY AND SAFETY IN AFRICA: A GLOBAL CONCERN
Stuttgart, 13 October 2010 – “Africa is a BIG island, and needs to have a better situational awareness of all activities in its adjoining oceans and seas” said the Deputy Chairperson of the African Union Commission (AUC), Mr Erastus Mwencha while addressing the 2010 Africa Maritime Safety and Security, Towards Economic Prosperity Conference, which kicked off on 13 October 2010 in Stuttgart, Germany. Hosted by the U.S. Africa Command (US AFRICOM), the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Defense, the two day conference aims at assessing how maritime security and safety can contribute to Africa’s sustainable development. 
19 African nations, 5 European nations and cross-sector agencies are attending the Conference. 
In his keynote address, Mr Mwencha focused on threats and vulnerabilities to stability and development in Africa and shared some views of the African Union’s efforts to address Africa's maritime challenges such as illegal fishing, illegal dumping of hazardous wastes, arms, drugs and human trafficking, illegal oil bunkering, piracy and armed robbery at sea. He underscored that “the leading threat to Africa’s maritime domain however remains the threat of ignorance. Until there is a true understanding of the geo-strategic importance of Africa’s maritime domain for Africa’s socio-economic development growth, until there is a true understanding of how central it is for the wellbeing and prosperity of millions of Africans, the scope and magnitude of all the afore mentioned threats and vulnerabilities will continue to grow and undermine Africa’s socio-economic development growth”. Mr Mwencha hammered that if nothing is done today to protect and preserve Africa’s maritime potential, insufficiencies in safety and security will jeopardize not only the future of the continent but of other regions as well. “Already, transnational corporations and international /intergovernmental organizations have continued to exploit the African maritime domain at will. This has heightened increased competition for maritime and other resources” he emphasized. To this regard, he highlighted that AU is developing Africa’s Integrated Maritime Strategy (AIM-Strategy), “a long-term multilayered common vision that would aim at addressing seaborne challenges to Africa’s maritime domain and sustain more wealth creation from the oceans and seas”. Mr Mwencha concluded by calling partners for a “win-win” alliance in order to tackle threats and vulnerabilities and to take full advantage of opportunities offered by the African maritime domain. (Full keynote address available at www.africa-union.org) 
In his remarks, General William E. Ward, Commander of the U.S. Africom and host of the conference, highlighted the role of the Command, reminding that “programs come about due from a need that’s been identified by our partners, and remain in existence only when they prove successful”. “U.S. AFRICOM endeavors to answer our partners’ calls for assistance, and to date, we have developed and continue to develop a variety of programs and activities designed to help coastal and island nations combat illicit activities, help them promote and protect their resources while promoting good order and discipline in their national boundaries”. General Ward commended the ownership taken by the AU and African countries in the implementation of US AFRICOM program. He called upon the conference to “talk about the work that is being done in Africa’s Maritime domain as well as work that is being done to preserve resources, protect infrastructure, develop infrastructure and set the conditions for economic advancement all because there is more stability and ability of nations to protect the sovereign territorial borders”. (Full opening remarks available at www.africa-union.org) 

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the Conference, Ambassador Vicki Huddlestone, U.S. Deputy Secretary for Defense re-emphasized the importance of safety and security of Africa’s maritime domain for countries which economy lays essentially on exports. Talking about piracy, Ambassador Huddlestone warned about the relation between drug trafficking, organized crime, corruption, and potential links to violent extremism in countries where governance and the judicial law are weak. “It is no coincidence that piracy thrives off the coast of Somalia because Somalia essentially has no central government. Likewise, it is also no coincidence that international drug traffickers have established themselves in West Africa, where small nations struggle to survive. Guinea-bissau doesn’t even have a jail”. “Maritime safety and security in African waters is (…) an African problem that must have an African solution” she concluded. (Full introductory remarks available at www.africa-union.org) 

In his remarks, Ambassador Johnnie Carson, U.S. Assistant Secretary for Africa stated that “maritime safety and security is cross-cutting and encompasses functions like governance, civil and criminal authority, defense, safety, response and recovery, and economy”. Maritime stakeholders are as interlinked as these functions. “A State’s ability to guarantee safe and secure maritime conditions is important to the health of its overall economy as well as that of the region”. (Full remarks available at www.africa-union.org) 

Worth recalling that water covers more than two-thirds of the Earth’s surface and affects life everywhere. Africa the planet's 2nd largest continent and the second most-populous continent (after Asia), is 30 million km² area, stretching deep into the southern oceans. It covers one-fifth of the total surface of the earth covered by both land and water. Its total length of coastlines ranges more than 39.000 kilometers. Africa is surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, both the Suez Canal and the Red Sea along the Sinai Peninsula to the northeast, the Indian Ocean to the southeast, and the Atlantic Ocean to the west.
2010 Africa Maritime Safety and Security, Towards Economic Prosperity Conference will end on 14 October 2010.
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