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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

Media Advisory

COMMEMORATION OF THE AFRICAN HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 

INVITATION TO THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

WHAT:  
Commemoration of the African Human Rights Day 

Theme:         “Realizing Human Rights: A key to Achieving Sustainable Peace in Africa”
WHEN: 
 21 October 2010 at 09:30
WHERE: 
African Union Headquarters, Addis Ababa
WHO:

Organized by the Department of Political Affairs of the African Union 
                      Commission (AUC) 
Why: 

On 21 October 1986, the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights

                      came into force. Each year on 21October, Africa commemorates Africa
                      Human Rights Day, a day to reflect and recommit to the solemn undertaking 
                      by African leaders and the African peoples to promote and safeguard 

                      human rights in Africa. 



Within this framework the commemoration event will give an opportunity:

· To urge all Member States to honor their obligations under the framework of the African Human Rights and to take measures to ensure the respect, promotion and protection of all human rights. 

· To begin the commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, which will take place in 2011.  
· To honor the year 2010 as the year of Peace and Security in Africa   
Participants: The commemoration event is expected to be attended by representatives of embassies of Member States, RECs, diplomatic corps, UN agencies, international organizations and AUC staff members.    
Background:  
The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) was adopted by the OAU on 27 June 1981 and entered into force on 21 October 1986. This instrument forms the basis of the African Human Rights System. The African Charter is unique to other regional human rights instruments in that it is not only covers internationally accepted human rights standards, but also recognizes values that are unique to the African continent. It covers Civil and Political Rights, Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, Peoples’ and Group Rights and includes duties of the individual to society.  
All media representatives are invited to participate and cover the commemoration event tomorrow, 21 October 2010 starting 9:30am, at the African Union Commission.  The programme is attached:
	9H30-9H45
	Arrival of guests and participants

	9H45 -10H30
	Opening

· Welcome Remarks by DPA
· Statement by the Chairperson of the ACHPR
· Statement by Commissioner for Political Affairs

	10H30-11H30
	Reading Ceremony of Winner Short Stories 

	11H30-11H45
	Award Ceremony for winner students

	11H45
	End of Commemoration Ceremony

	
	Coffee/Tea
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