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JOINT PRESS RELEASE 
AUC/ECA International Study Group to Review Africa’s Mineral Regimes to Brainstorm at Validation Workshop in Addis Ababa

Addis Ababa, 18 October 2010 - A three-day validation workshop to review the status of Africa’s mineral regime opens on Wednesday 20 to Friday 22 October 2010 at the UN Conference Center in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The workshop is jointly organized by the African Union Commission (AUC) and the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA).  
The main objective of the validation workshop is to bring together experts in African mining and natural resource development to review the Final Draft Framework Report of the first phase of the ISG work. The report will be later considered by the Second AU Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Mineral Resources Development prior to its submission to the Heads of States and Government Summit in 2011. The Participants will be drawn from a broad spectrum of stakeholders including government officials in charge of mineral resources development from AU member States, the private sector, chambers of mines, NGOs and civil society organizations, African Development Bank (AfDB) and the World Bank.
Participants at the workshop will exchange views on the extent to which Africa’s mineral regimes can be made to contribute to sustainable development, especially in terms of broad national and regional economic and social development goals. 

Meanwhile, the report is expected to form the foundation guidelines to support African policy makers and government officials involved in formulating, implementation and monitoring mineral development regimes and other stakeholders. The main outputs of the validation workshop will be to fine-tune the final version of the ISG framework report to be presented at the Second AU Conference of African Ministers Responsible for Mineral Resources Development; and elaborate guidelines and policy options for the plan of action of the African Mining Vision, amongst others.

Worth recalling that, the International Study Group (ISG) to review Africa’s mineral regimes was established pursuant to the recommendation from the 2007 Big Table on “Managing Africa’s Natural Resources for Growth and Poverty Reduction”.  The meeting observed that the benefits from the continent’s mining sector have continued to be incongruent with its well known mineral endowment and that the boom commodity prices of the time represented a unique opportunity for Africa to improve its pace of economic growth and address the intractable problem of poverty. The ISG has been run in partnership with the African Union Commission (AUC) and includes the African Development Bank (AfDB) in its membership.
For more information, visit the AU Website: www.africa-union.org 

Contacts:

Ayoup Zaid Elrashdi, AUC. E-mail: elrashdiAZ@africa-union.org /   ayoupzaid@yahoo.com
Wilfred C. Lombe, UNECA,Email: wlombe@uneca.org, 
Division of Communication and Information, AUC, Email: yamboue@africa-union.org / esthertankou@yahoo.com 
JOURNALISTS ARE INVITED TO COVER THE EVENT
Attached is the draft work programme of the ISG validation workshop:
Validation Workshop to Review the International Study Group’s (ISG) Draft Framework Report on Africa’s Mineral Regimes 

20-22 October 2010 

Provisional Organization of Work

DAY 1

Wednesday 20 October 2010

8:30 –   9:00

Registration of Participants

9:00 – 10:00

Opening Session

· Welcoming remarks ECA/AUC

Mr. Wilfred Lombe

· Opening statements

UNECA

   
AUC

· Official opening 

Guest of Honor

10:00 – 10:10

Nomination of session Chairs and Rapporteur

10:10 – 10:25

Adoption of the provisional agenda and organization of work




Mr. Wilfred Lombe

10:25 – 11:45

Coffee/Tea break

11:45 – 12:00

Presentation of the objectives of the validation workshop




Mr. Oliver Maponga
12:00 – 12:30
Presentation of the overview of the Draft Framework Report


Mr. Fui Tsikata

 12:30 – 01:00
Presentation of the Africa Mining Vision


Mr. Antonio Pedro
01:00 – 02:00 

L U N C H   B R E A K
02:00 – 02:30
Presentation of the Draft Framework Report: Chapter III-  

Global Mining Trends

Mr. Wilfred Lombe

02:30 – 03:00
Presentation of Chapter X- International Trade and Investment Issues

Mr. Yao Graham 
03:00 – 03:30

Open discussion on the presentations

03:30 – 03:50

Coffee/Tea break

03:50 – 04:20
Presentation of Chapter V- Mining in Africa: Impact Issues and Trends


Ms. Nancy Kgengwenyane
04:20 – 04:50
Presentation of Chapter VII- Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Initiatives


Ms. Loise Hooge
04:50 – 05:20
Open discussion on the presentations

05:20 – 05:30
Wrap-up of Day 1
DAY 2
Thursday 21 October 2010
09:00 – 09:30
Presentation of the Draft Framework Report: Chapter XI- Minerals Management Framework: the Power of Institutions

Mr. Fui Tsikata

09:30 – 10:00
Presentation of Chapter XII – Regional Harmonization in the Minerals Sector


Mr. Oliver Maponga
10:00 – 10:30
Open discussion on the presentations
10:30 – 10:50
Coffee/Tea Break
10:50 – 11:20
Presentation of Chapter VIII – An equitable, efficient and transparent collection sharing and management of mineral revenue

Mr. Oliver Maponga
11:20 – 11:50
Presentation of Chapter IX- Optimizing mineral-based linkages 
Ms. Marian Lydall

11:50 – 12:20
Presentation of Chapter VI – Artisanal and Small Scale Mining (ASM) in Africa


Mr. Wilfred Lombe 
12:20 – 01:00

Open discussion on the presentations
01:00 – 02:00

L U N C H   B R E A K

02:00 – 02:10 
Introduction to breakout group work

Group 1: Global trends, International trade and investment issues

Group 2: Impact issues and trends and International initiatives and CSR 

Group 3: Power of institutions and Regional harmonization 

Group 4: Management of mineral revenue and Optimizing mineral-based linkages

Group 5: Artisanal and Small Scale Mining (ASM) and Gender

02:10 – 04:00

Group work

04:00 – 04:20

Coffee/Tea Break
04:20 – 05:30

Group work (cont’d)

DAY 3

Friday 22 October 2010
09:00 – 10:00

Group work (cont’d)


10:00 – 10:20

Coffee/Tea Break 
Plenary Session
10:20 – 01:00

Reports and discussion of the 5 working groups

01:00 – 02:00

L U N C H  B R E A K

02:00 – 03:00
Presentation and discussion on Model Mining Development Agreement


Mr. Peter Leon
03:00 – 04:00
Discussion on the way forward, outputs and strategy for Phase II of the ISG process
04:00 – 04:20

Coffee/Tea Break
04:20 – 05:20

Discussion on the way forward (cont’d)
05:20 – 05:40

Closing of the workshop




Mr. Antonio Pedro
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