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THANK YOU, GENERAL WARD, FOR YOUR GENEROUS INTRODUCTION.  IT IS AN HONOR TO REPRESENT THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AS A CO-SPONSOR WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOR THE MARITIME SAFETY AND SECURITY TOWARDS ECONOMIC PROSPERITY CONFERENCE.  I AM ESPECIALLY PLEASED TO SHARE SPONSOSHIP WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS JOHNNIE CARSON, ONE OF THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND RESPECTED AFRICANISTS IN THE U.S. GOVERNMENT.   I ALSO WANT TO THANK GENERAL WARD AND HIS TALENTED STAFF FOR ORGANIZING THIS IMPORTANT EVENT.  THE DETAILS OF EVENT PLANNING ARE COMPLEX AND FRAUGHT WITH LAST-MINUTE CHANGES.  HATS OFF FOR A JOB WELL DONE!

ALL THE COUNTRIES REPRESENTED HERE SHARE AN INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF AFRICA’S SEA LANES.  IT IS PARTIALLY A MATTER OF SAVING LIVES AND FIGHTING CRIME.  IT IS ALSO A MATTER OF AFRICA’S FUTURE.  WE’VE GROWN ACCUSTOMED TO REFERRING TO THIS CONFERENCE AS THE MARITIME SAFETY AND SECURITY CONFERENCE.  BUT TO DO SO LEAVES OFF THE LAST AND PART OF THE NAME: “TOWARDS ECONOMIC PROSPERITY.”  
AS AMBASSADOR CARSON NOTED, UPWARDS OF AROUND 90 PERCENT OF GLOBAL TRADE IS SEABORNE.   FOR AFRICA, SEABORNE TRADE IS VITAL.  MOST OF AFRICA’S EXPORTS CONSIST OF BILK MATERIALS - OIL, BAUXITE, IRON ORE, COPPER, COTTON, WOOD PRODUCTS, AND SO ON.  THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE TO THE TRANSPORT OF THESE PRODUCTS TO FOREIGN MARKETS.   IF AFRICAN ECONOMIES ARE TO SUSTAIN THE GROWTH MANY HAVE ENJOYED OVER THE LAST DECADE, THE SHIPPING LANES MUST BE SAFE AND SECURE.  
INSECURITY OF WATERWAYS THREATENS NOT ONLY ECONOMIC GROWTH THAT DEPENDS ON TRADE, BUT POLITICAL STABILITY IN A REGION WITH TOO MANY FRAGILE GOVERNMENTS.   PIRACY AND DRUG TRAFFICKING BRING WITH THEM ORGANIZED CRIME, CORRUPTION, AND POTENTIAL LINKS TO VIOLENT EXTREMISM.  THESE CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES SEEK OUT THE WEAK LINKS, THE MOST VULNERABLE COUNTRIES THAT LACK THE INSTITUTIONAL CAPACITY TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY.  IT IS NO COINCIDENCE THAT PIRACY THRIVES OFF THE COAST OF SOMALIA BECAUSE SOMALIA ESSENTIALLY HAS NO CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.  LIKEWISE, IT IS ALSO NO COINCIDENCE THAT INTERNATIONAL DRUG TRAFFICKERS HAVE ESTABLISHED THEMSELVES IN WEST AFRICA, WHERE SMALL NATIONS STRUGGLE TO SURIVIVE.  GUINEA-BISSAU DOESN’T EVEN HAVE A JAIL.
THERE IS NO MORE FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT THAN THE RIGHT TO BE SECURE.  U.S. PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT SPELLED THIS OUT ALMOST SEVENTY YEARS AGO IN THE FOUR FREEDOMS, WHICH INCLUDED THE FREEDOM FROM FEAR.   TOO MANY AFRICANS HAVE NEVER KNOWN WHAT IT IS TO BE SECURE IN THEIR HOMES AND IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.  MARITIME INSECURITY THRIVES BECAUSE OF THE BREAKDOWN OF THE RULE OF LAW, OF COMMUNITY NORMS AND VALUES, WHICH GO TO THE VERY HEART OF SECURITY ON SHORE AND OFF SHORE.      
MARITIME SAFTEY AND SECURITY IN AFRICAN WATERS IS AT ITS HEART AN AFRICAN PROBLEM THAT MUST HAVE AN AFRICAN SOLUTION.  WHILE THE UNITED STATES AND THE REST OF THE WORLD HAVE A MAJOR INTEREST IN MAINTAINING THE SECURITY OF THE SEALANES, IT IS FOR AFRICANS A BREAD-AND-BUTTER ISSUE THAT WILL WEIGH HEAVILY ON THEIR FUTURE DEVELOPMENT.   AND IT IS AN ISSUE THAT AFRICANS MUST FACE TOGETHER AS A REGION AND SUB-REGIONALLY.  THAT IS WHY THE PRESENCE TODAY OF DR. MWENCHA, THE DEPUTY CHAIR OF THE AFRICAN UNION, IS SO IMPORTANT.  IT IS A REMINDER TO US AMERICANS THAT QUESTIONS OF SECURITY ARE NOT RESOLVED JUST BILATERALLY, AS WE HAVE TRADITIONALLY DONE, BUT REGIONALLY AND MULTILATERALLY.  I LOOK FORWARD, DR. MWENCHA, TO YOUR KEYNOTE TO SET THE STAGE FOR A PRODUCTIVE CONFERENCE.

THE NEXT TWO DAYS ARE AN OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE IDEAS, AND COME UP WITH NEW IDEAS WITH AN EYE TO DEVELOPING MARITIME STRATEGIES THAT WILL BENEFIT ALL OUR COUNTRIES.  AND JUST AS SIGNIFICANT, WE NOW HAVE THE CHANCE TO MEET FACE TO FACE, TO DEVELOP A NETWORK OF PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL RELATIONSHIPS.  YOU COME FROM A WIDE VARIETY OF PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUNDS: GOVERNMENTS, INTERNATIONAL AND REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, BUSINESS, NGOs, AND ACADEMIA.  THESE REPRESENT THE COMPLEX OF INTERESTS INVOLVED IN MARITIME SAFETY AND SECURITY.  IT IS A FORMULA FOR RICH AND PRODUCTIVE DISCUSSIONS.  
THANK YOU.      
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