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DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA
MEETING OF SENIOR OFFICIALS

DRAFT ANNOTATED AGENDA
Meeting of Heads of Delegation

It is expected that the Heads of Delegations (HoD+1) will meet informally to consult on the conduct of the meeting including proposals for the composition of the Bureau in accordance with the principle of regional representation and rotation.

Item 1: Opening of the Meeting 

Statements by
· Director of Trade and Industry, African Union Commission 
· Outgoing Chairman, Senior officials meeting( South Africa)

· Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Rwanda

Item 2: Election of the Bureau 

Under this item, Member States will elect the Bureau which will manage the conference proceedings. The names of the Bureau members will be announced for endorsement.
Item 3: Consideration and adoption of Agenda
The Draft Agenda as proposed by the AUC will be reviewed by Member States and adopted with amendments as the need arises.
Item 4: Organization of work

The Meeting guided by the Chairperson, will decide on the working hours and other practical arrangements  that will ensure the smooth running of the Conference.

Item 5: State of play in Intra-African trade
a) Reports by RECs on evaluation of Progress in the Implementation of Free Trade areas and Customs Unions

b) Comparative Analysis of trade liberalization programmes in RECs by UNCTAD

c) Findings of the study on Assessment of Regional Integration in Africa (ARIA IV) by UNECA

d) The ASEAN experience on intra-regional trade by ASEAN Secretariat.

 The objective of this item is to undertake an in-depth assessment of the current state of Intra-African trade and make recommendations for its acceleration. In this regard, RECs will make presentations   on progress in implementing their respective FTAs and Customs Unions. This will be followed by a presentation on a number of recent studies UNCTAD has undertaken on   trade liberaliasation programmes in RECs. The UNECA will also present the findings of the recently published “Assessing Regional Integration in Africa” (ARIA IV). The Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) will also make a presentation on its experience in intra-regional trade. This will then be followed by interventions and general discussions on the way forward.  At the Ministerial session, a full scale Panel discussion on the “Way forward in promoting intra-African trade” will be organized. 
Item 6: Towards an African Common Market for Agricultural Products
The objective of this item is to evolve ways of creating a common market for African agricultural products, for easy access for African countries and for purposes of agricultural self reliance and food security. A background study has already been prepared and discussions would be led by the Consultant commissioned to prepare the study. The FAO and the World Food Programme will also share their perspectives on the subject. This will then be followed by interventions,  general discussions and reactions to the presentation.
Item 7: Review of Trade Partnerships
(i) Africa-China Trade

It will be recalled that by Executive Council Decision EX.CL/Dec.318(X) endorsed by the Heads of States and Government, the AU Commission was directed to undertake with all stakeholders a global review of all Africa’s partnerships. Under this item therefore, the African Economic Research Consortium (AERC) will present a study on the assessment of Africa- China relations which will form the basis for deliberations. 
(i) AGOA 

Under AGOA, a report on the just concluded 8th AGOA will be presented by the AUC. The RECs will then present their assessment reports and the UNECA will make a presentation on the Africa Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) focusing on Africa-US trade relations post AGOA. General discussions will then show the way forward for this trade partnership between Africa and the US.
Item 8: Review of Multilateral Trade negotiations
· State of play in the WTO Doha Round negotiations

Briefing by the WTO Coordinator

Consideration of the draft Declaration on WTO negotiations

· State of play in the EPA Negotiations

a) Report on the AUC/RECs EPA Negotiations Coordination Meeting  

b) Updates by the RECs  

c) Consideration of draft Declaration on the EPA negotiations

Under this item the meeting will be updated on the state of play of the multilateral trade negotiations and EPA Negotiations. The Coordinator of the WTO African Group will give an update on the state of play of the DDA negotiations. On EPA negotiations, the RECs will present updates on their respective negotiations, while the AUC will present the draft EPA Declaration for the consideration of Senior Officials.
Item 9: Africa’s assessment on Aid for Trade Mobilization
In accordance with Executive Council Decision EX.CL/Dec.364 (XI), the RECs will make presentations on how they have been able to benefit from the Aid for Trade Initiative, point out the challenges  faced in the implementation of  the  initiative  and raise issues that can be brought to the attention of the policymakers. The UNECA will also make a presentation on recent developments on Aid for Trade. The presentations will be followed by general discussions during which Member States will have the opportunity to also share their experience.
Item 10: UNCTAD Report on LDCs
Under this item, the meeting will discuss UNCTAD’s report on LDCs which provides a comprehensive and authoritative source of socio-economic analysis and data on the world´s most impoverished countries. UNCTAD’S presentation will focus on how African LDCs can take advantage of some of the issues raised in the report. 
Item 11: Briefing on Preparations for LDC IV

The UNCTAD African Group Coordinator will brief the Senior Officials Meeting on the preparations for the LDC IV Conference to be held in Istambul, Turkey in the first half of 2011.  The LDC Conference is dedicated to analyzing the performance of LDCs since the 3rd Conference and to reflect on a new generation of LDC-speicific international support measures with a view to accelerating the graduation process of this group of countries.
Item 12: Consideration of Draft Agenda of Ministerial Meeting
Under this item, the Senior Officials’ Meeting will review the Draft Agenda of the Trade Ministers Meeting.
Item 13: Any Other Business
The meeting can raise other issues for discussion under this item.
Item 14: Consideration and adoption of the Report of Senior Officials’  

    Meeting

Under this item, the meeting will consider and adopt its report.
Item 15: Closure of meeting

The Chairperson will formally bring the meeting to a close.
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