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13th October, 2010

H.E.  Festus Mogae, Former President of Botswana,

Dr Abdoulie Janneh, Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa,

Dr Donald Kaberuka, President of the  African Development Bank Group, 

Honourable Ministers,

Members of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. On behalf of my colleagues of the Joint Secretariat of ClimDev, and on my own behalf, it is with great pleasure that I address you during this important event of launching the ClimDev Programme, two months before the world leaders gather in Mexico for the Sixteenth Conference of Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in December 2010.
2. As you are all aware, the ClimDev Programme is a joint initiative of the African Union Commission, the Economic Commission for Africa, and the African Development Bank Group.
3. This launching is taking place at a time when Climate Change has taken centre stage in global discussions, more especially as it affects sustainable development. It has now been accepted that to ensure that Africa remains on the path of sustainable development and to meet the targets of the Millennium Development Goals in particular, the issues of Climate Change have to be addressed with added seriousness.

4. With this in mind, it is also essential to remember that the critical factor that Africa would invariably rely on is the generation of reliable, useful and timely information on climate change, and the need to strategize accordingly in a bid to prepare Member States to cope adequately with the growing risks.
5. This is where the Climate for Development (ClimDev) programme looms into relevance.  African countries are among the most vulnerable to climate change impacts, and this programme is designed to respond to the urgent challenge of climate variability. The need for a greatly improved climate information base for Africa is becoming all the more necessary to enable institutions of governance strengthen the use of such information for decision-making by enhancing analytical capacity, deepening climate knowledge management and integrating the utilization of such vital components into Africa’s development processes. 
6. In the recent meeting of African Ministers of Environment in Bamako, Mali, the African Union provided the necessary leadership to ensure that decisions about the products and services of the African Monitoring of Environment for Sustainable Development were embodied in the final outcome of the conference.  It will be recalled that the AMESD programme is being coordinated by the African Union, and over 46 countries will benefit from the climate-related information generated by Earth Observation satellites. The harnessing of such an effort in the light of the wider ClimDev process is critical if Africa is to gain from climate information programmes.
7. In this context, we in the Commission of the African Union are striving closely with partners, notably the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the African Development Bank (AFDB), to enable a broad ranging dialogue on various aspects of climate change between various constituencies and partners. The crystallization of the Climate for Development in Africa Programme (ClimDev-Africa) is among our priorities.  Mr Anthony Nyong from the AfDB will present the ClimDev-Africa programme, but I wish to stress that it is an African development programme to integrate Climate Risk Management (CRM) into pertinent policy and decision-making processes throughout the continent. It will be implemented under the direction of the Joint AUC-ECA-AfDB Secretariat, with support from a number of sources. 
8. At regional and national levels, this effort will raise awareness and facilitate actions for the effective mainstreaming of climate change issues into development policies and strategies in Africa. We can no longer view climate change as a stand-alone issue; we must rather see it as a cross-cutting item that impacts on all sectors of development.
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
9. I would like to conclude by stating that information alone would not lead to the design of effective and robust policies. What we need to stress now is that Africa must acquire a capacity to use this information, not just having it generated by important satellite technologies. The training of our policymakers and planners on how this information can be used remains a key challenge for all of us.  You can be sure that the African Union Commission will provide the necessary leadership in this regard.
10. I wish to acknowledge with deep appreciation the partners who have so far contributed to the programme, namely, DfID, Sweden, and Norway, and also extend my thanks to those who have indicated interest and intention to contribute, mainly the European Union.

11. And therefore, we call upon others to provide support to this African Flagship programme.

12. With these few remarks, I thank you all for your attention, and wish the ClimDev-Africa programme all the success. 
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