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Your Excellency, Dr Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union
Commission,
Excellencies, Leaders of Delegation, Ambassadors,

Dear Friends and Colleagues

Let me join Dr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission
in welcoming you to Addis Ababa for this first meeting of the Partners
Dialogue Forum of the African Union Commission and the Economic
Commission for Africa. We are pleased that you were all able to join us
here today as we embark on an exciting new path of collaboration
between our two pan-African institutions and our key development

partners.

The ultimate purpose of our efforts in the AUC and ECA is to contribute
to improving the lives of millions of ordinary Africans. This entails
enabling them to overcome grinding poverty while living in peaceful
conditions and having access to quality healthcare, educational services,
nutrition and functional infrastructure amongst other things. It also
means promoting growth and generating productive employment
opportunities particularly for our young people, while protecting basic
human rights, empowering the African woman and protecting her from

violence.

These objectives have been broadly articulated in various ways including
in Africa through the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD)
and by the international community in the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). W.ith the adoption of NEPAD, now fully incorporated into AU

structures, Africans took ownership of their development aspirations and






