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Press Communiqué

The Chairperson receives the Credentials of new Permanent Representatives to the African Union from Italy, Japan and the Permanent Observer of International IDEA

The Chairperson of the African Union Commission, Dr. Jean Ping, received in his office at the AU Headquarters in Addis Ababa, on Monday18 October 2010, in separate official ceremonies, the credentials of the Ambassadors of Italy, H.E. RENZO MARIO ROSSO, of Japan, H.E. HIROYUKI KISHINO, as Permanent Representative of their respective countries to the African Union/AUC, as well as the credentials of Ambassador MUSTAQ MOORAD, as Permanent Observer of the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) to the AU.
The Chairperson welcomed the three Ambassadors and assured them of his full cooperation and support of AU Commission in the discharge of their new responsibilities.
While receiving the credentials of, Ambassador ROSSI, the Chairperson underlined the strong links between the Africa and Italy, one of the closest European countries to the Continent.

He expressed appreciation for the crucial role played by Italy in the Horn of Africa, particularly in Somalia, where Italy is contributing to the restoration of peace and security in the whole region.

The new Italian Permanent Representative reiterated the readiness of his Government to further strengthen cooperation and coordination with the AU.

The new Permanent Representative of Japan, Ambassador KISHINO, and the Chairperson reviewed a wide range of issues pertaining to the partnership between AU and Japan and the growing commitment and coordination between the two parties following the recent visit of the Chairperson to Japan in August 2010.

The Japanese Ambassador stressed the important outcome of the Chairperson’s last visit to his country and expressed his readiness to work with the AU Commission in the follow-up and implementation of the decisions taken during the visit, including Japan’s support for the establishment of the Pan-African University, one of the first priority projects of the African Union, as well as the political dialogue between the two parties on issues of mutual interest.

With the Permanent Observer of International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA), the focus was on ways and means of enhancing the ongoing cooperation between the two organizations through the Joint Action Plan adopted by them following the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding in June 2007 in Accra, Ghana.

The AUC and International IDEA agreed to further strengthen their collaboration aiming at reinforcing political efforts of the Commission to deliver on its mandate in the areas of democracy, governance and elections.  
Addis Ababa, 19 October 2010
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